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SEVERE NAUSEA

SEVERE NAUSEA

• Routine Medical Care
• Indications: Intractable vomiting or severe nausea in patients aged 4 years and older
• Contraindications: Hypersensitivity to 5-HT3 receptor antagonists (i.e. – dolasetron (Anzemet), granisetron (Kytril)
• Note #1: Consider other treatable causes
• Note #2: Administering Zofran rapidly can cause syncope
• Note #3: Consider Diphenhydramine (1 mg/kg) if patient exhibits s/s of allergic reaction
• Note #4: When Morphine is used for pain relief, Zofran may be co-administered

Oxygen
Maintain airway

IV NS

Is the patient 
severely nauseous 
and/ or vomiting?*

*Zofran (ondansetron) 
4 mg IV/ IM/ PO

Slowly (over 30 sec.) if given IV
Reassess
as needed

Yes No

If symptoms do 
not improve

Is the patient
> 40kg?

Repeat x1
q 15 minutes

Contact Base 
Hospital

Yes No

*PO is the preferred 
route of administration 
for pediatric patients


