
 
PULSELESS ARREST: ASYSTOLE/V-FIB/V-TACH   (# 7319) 

Patient Care Policy (Pediatric) December 1, 2007 (’04, ‘06) 
PULSELESS ARREST: 

VENTRICULAR FIBRILLATION/VENTRICULAR TACHYCARDIA (# 7319) 
● Pediatric Routine Medical Care 
● Note:  Perform endotracheal intubation only if BVM ventilation is unsuccessful or impossible. 
● Use a length-based resuscitation tape to determine pediatric drug doses and defibrillation settings. 

(Shown underlined on the algorithm) 

Witnessed Arrest
CPR until defibrillator 

available/charged

Unwitnessed Arrest
CPR for 2 minutes 

prior to defibrillation

Defibrillate 2 J/kg
Resume CPR
Intubate as needed
IV/IO NS

Shockable 
rhythm?

CPR while defibrillator charging
Defibrillate 4 J/kg
Resume CPR
Epinephrine IO/IV: 1:10,000 
0.01 mg/kg (0.1 cc/kg)

    Repeat q 3-5 minutes 

Shockable 
Rhythm?

CPR while defibrillator charging
Defibrillate 4 J/kg
Resume CPR
+Amiodarone 5 mg/kg IV/IO

Go to: 
· Pulseless Arrest –

Asystole/PEA                 
· If pulse present - post 

resuscitation care

Yes

No

No

Yes

+Flush tubing with 20cc's NS

2 minutes CPR 
30:2   5 cycles 1 rescuer 
15:2 10 cycles 2 recuers

Check rhythm

Do not interrupt
CPR to administer 

medications

O2
Monitor

Shockable 
rhythm?Yes No

2 minutes CPR 
30:2   5 cycles 1 rescuer 
15:2 10 cycles 2 recuers

Check rhythm




