
PUBLIC ART PROGRAM
East 14th Street Corridor Improvement Project

TheAlamedaCountyArts Commissionmanagesthe/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎPublicArt Programwhichpresentsartworksin
Countybuildingsandin outdoor spacesthroughoutthe unincorporatedareasof AlamedaCounty. Thegoalof
the PublicArt Programis to providepositive,upliftingart experiencesfor the community.

The Public Artwork for the East14th Street Corridor Improvement Project was managedby the Alameda
County Arts Commissionin partnership with the AlamedaCounty Public Works Agency. The funds are
providedthroughtheάtŜǊŎŜƴǘfor !ǊǘέOrdinanceestablishedby the AlamedaCountyBoardof Supervisors.

The East14th Corridor ImprovementProject extendsfrom 162nd Avenueto Interstate 238 in the Ashland
communityin unincorporatedAlamedaCounty. Motorists,pedestrians,bicyclists,transit riders,andresidents
in the Ashlandcommunitywill enjoy a revitalized,safe,and accessiblecommercialcorridor. Artist Miriam
Klein Stahl was selectedthrough an open, competitive processby a SelectionCommitteeof community
memberswho liveor work in Ashlandplusonelocalartist.

Theoverall theme of the artwork isάYŜŜǇCloseto Nature.έTheartwork is about the beautyof the natural
world, resilience,anda sustainablefuture for communities. Theimageryexploreshow all the living thingsin
the neighborhoodlive together and are interdependent. The original artworks are handmadepaper cuts.
Thepapercutswere digitizedand the designswere lasercut into metal panels,sandblastedon seating,and
featuredon streetbannersandutility boxes.

Alameda County Arts Commission
www.acgov.org/arts



Seating
ΨtŜōōƭŜǎŜŀǘǎΩcan be found throughout the project site and
feature designsthat are connected to the imagery on the cut
metal panels. Thedesignsare sandblastedonto to the tops of the
seats. Communitymemberswill find a variety of imagesincluding
Ash Tree leaves,butterflies, hummingbirds,sunflowers, apples,
lemons, plums, and a bee pollinating a flower amongst other
designs.

CutMetal Art Panels
A total of 17 artwork designswere created
for the metal panelsthat are placed in the
street medians. Thedesignsfeatureplantsas
food and medicine as well as animals that
are pollinators. The images illustrate the
interdependent cycle of life and celebrate
the diversityof our localecosystems.

The designsinclude a variety of local flora
and fauna found in and around the Ashland
community. Designsincludepairingssuchas
a scrub-jay flying over lavender,a monarch
butterfly with milkweed,a hummingbirdand
bottlebrush bush, a squirrel with tomatillo
plants, succulents,and a {ǘŜƭƭŀǊΩǎjay with
plants.

Additionally, the Ash Tree leaf served as
inspiration for the artwork design for the
laser cut panels along the sidewalks to
improvepedestriansafety.

"I believe that art in public space enhances and enriches our sense of place. 
With the artwork on East 14th Street, I wanted to highlight images of the natural ecosystems 

of our regionΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ !ǎƘƭŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΦέ 
ςMiriam Klein Stahl, Artist



Art Banners& Utility BoxWraps
Thestreet light pole bannersand the utility box wraps feature a
seriesof designsdepictingactivitiesthat manypeoplein Ashland
enjoyand value. Thedesignswere developedwith feedbackfrom
communitymembersservingon the Artist SelectionCommittee.

The Arts Commission partnered with the Alameda County
Economic & Civic Development Department to fabricate and
install the banners as part of the 9/5ΩǎBanner Program in
unincorporatedAlamedaCounty.

TheArts Commissionpartnered with the AlamedaCountyPublic
WorksAgencyto fabricateand install the utility box wrapsaspart
of the Utility BoxArt Programin unincorporatedAlamedaCounty.

CommunityInvolvement& Artist SelectionProcess
Community involvement and engagementare at the core of this project. Community members were
involvedin the project by contributing to a communitysurveyabout Ashland,participatingin a community
roundtable and communitymeetings,providingcommentsabout the artists' proposaldesigns,servingon
the artist selectioncommittee,andprovidingfeedbackduringthe designdevelopment.

Artist Miriam Klein Stahlwas chosenby a SelectionCommitteeof community memberswho live and/or
work in Ashlandplusonelocalartist. TheArtist SelectionCommitteemembersare:
SharonBohoman(CommunityRepresentative)
StellaChui(CommunityRepresentative)
CelesteJohnson(CommunityRepresentative)
SaleenMoreno(CommunityRepresentative)

ErikSakamoto(REACHAshlandYouthCenterDirector)
BarishaSpriggs(CommunityRepresentative)
Nico Berry (BayAreaArtist who createdthe Ashland
andCherrylandCommunityIdentifierMural)

PublicArt ProjectTeam
Arts CommissionProjectManagementTeam: RachelOsajima,Director; AmyStimmel,ProjectCoordinator;
RosaValdez,ProjectCoordinator; andVioletHarlo,ArtsEducationProgramCoordinator. GraphicDesignand
TechnicalSupport: Malik Johnson. GraphicDesignAssistance: Masami Chin. LeadershipTeam: Alameda
CountyArts Commissioners,AlamedaCountyPublicArt AdvisoryCommitteeMembers,and MelissaWilk,
AlamedaCountyAuditor-Controller/Clerk-Recorder.



AlamedaCountyArtsCommission
The AlamedaCountyArts Commissionis dedicatedto improvingthe quality of life in AlamedaCountyby
nurturing a thriving environment for the arts; promoting economicopportunities for Alameda/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ
artists and arts organizationsthrough servicessuch as arts funding, public art, and arts education;
encouragingpublic participation in the arts; and actively advocatingfor the arts. The Arts Commission
supports all art forms including visual, performing, literary, traditional, and media arts. All of the Arts
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎprogramsare based on the belief that arts and creativity are an essentialpart of every
successfuland thriving community. The Office of the AlamedaCounty Arts Commissionmanagesthe
/ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎPublic Art Programwhich presentsartworks in County buildingsand in outdoor public spaces
throughoutthe unincorporatedareas.

StayInformed
To learn more about the Alameda County Arts /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎprograms and services, please visit:
www.acgov.org/arts. For the latest news and updates, follow the AlamedaCounty Arts Commissionon
FacebookandInstagram.

The artwork for the East 14th Street Corridor Improvement Project is part of the Alameda County Public Art Collection. 
The artwork was commissioned by the Alameda County Arts Commission on behalf of the Alameda County Board of Supervisors. 

All artworks and photographs copyrighted. All rights reserved. 
Contents and images may not be used in part or in whole without written permission by the Alameda County Arts Commission.

Other PublicArt ProjectsManagedby the AlamedaCountyArtsCommissionin Ashland

Ashlandand CherrylandCommunityIdentifier Mural
Artist Nico Berrypainted the Ashlandand CherrylandCommunityIdentifier Mural on both
sidesof the Interstate 238 HighwayoverpassaboveEast14th Streetand MissionBlvd. Nico
.ŜǊǊȅΩǎdesignincludesthe word ά!ǎƘƭŀƴŘέwith vibrant imagesof leavesfrom the Oregon
ash tree on one side of the overpassand the word ά/ƘŜǊǊȅƭŀƴŘέwith colorful imagesof
cherryblossomson the other side.

REACHAshlandYouthCenter
There are artworks throughout REACHAshlandYouth Center. Localyouth had the initial
visionfor a youth centerandplayeda pivotal role in planningandmakingit a reality. Partof
that processincluded their contribution to the public art program and their voices are
presentin the finishedartworks. Artworksat REACHincludethe exterior buildingtile design
by Amy Trachtenbergand architect Mallory Scott Cusenbery,artworks integrated in to
outdoor amphitheaterand interior courtyard by EduardoPinedaand JoaquinA. Newman,
and framed artworks inside the center by Miranda Bergman,Marion Coleman,JamesE.
GaylesJr., andJoyceHsu.

Image of the Ashland Community Identifier Mural. Artwork by Nico Berry. Photo by Paul Kuroda.

www.acgov.org/arts


