
SUSAN S. MURANISHI 
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

Honorable Board of Supervisors 
Administration Building 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Dear Board Members: 

AGENDA JANUARY 29, 2019 ---
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 

January 22, 2019 

SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF 2019-2020 ALAMEDA COUNTY LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM 

RECOMMENDATION: 

A. Adopt the 2019-2020 Alameda County Legislative Platform as recommended by the Personnel, Administration 
and Legislation (PAL) Board Committee on January 28, 2019; 

B. Adopt the 2019 Alameda County Legislative Priorities including County sponsored legislation; 

C. Adopt the general principle that the Alameda County Board of Supervisors supports legislation which is 
consistent with the County's Mission, Vision, Values, and Vision 2026 - Shared Visions, lOX Goals and 
Operating Principles; and 

D. Direct Alameda County's federal and State legislative advocates to represent the County's interest in federal and 
State legislative and budget proposals identified in, or in the spirit of, the 2019-2020 Legislative Platform and 
2019 Priorities. 

SUMMARY: 

The 2019-2020 Alameda County Legislative Platform and 2019 Priorities are intended to serve as key documents for 
the County's advocacy efforts by County officials, County staff, and our legislative advocates. Over the past several 
months, staff have revised the County Legislative Platform to align with Vision 2026, make the format more concise, 
and draw emphasis to key policy and budget areas that impact County residents. 

Key changes to the Legislative Platform include: 
• It covers two years (20 19-2020) although it may be amended at any time through the established PAL Committee 

process with subsequent Board approval; 
• All planks in the Platform align with Vision 2026 which includes our Shared Visions, lOX Goals, and Operating 

Principles; 
• Identifies priorities that are of special import to the County across several policy areas; 
• It has been streamlined and revised from 174 pages to 31 pages in length; and 
• The addition of the 2019 County Legislative Priorities which highlights issues of focus for the 2019 legislative 

session including County sponsored legislative proposals. 
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DISCUSSION: 

As your Board is aware, Alameda County has long enjoyed rich and successful advocacy efforts at both the State and 
federal levels. To continue and improve upon our past efforts, the Platform has been revised and reformatted to align 
our advocacy efforts to your Board's adopted Vision 2026. It will guide the County's legislative advocacy activities 
during the next two years. The Platform was developed over the past several months in collaboration with Board offices, 
Agency/Department heads, and representatives from participating County agencies and departments. 

The Platform document consists of four general sections- a primer/overview of the County; priority issue areas; Vision 
2026; and a legislative issue matrix. The primer/overview provides basic facts about County governance and 
demographics. The priority issues section describes key areas of County action and concern. The Platform provides an 
overview ofVision 2026: Shared Visions, Guiding Principles, and 1 OX Goals. The legislative matrix includes key policy 
areas aligned with your Board ' s Vision 2026 goals. The Legislative Platform anticipates areas of interest for the 
County's residents, however, if new policy issues emerge, amendments will be brought to PAL for review and comment. 

The Legislative Platform serves as the foundation for the County's Legislative Priorities document. The Legislative 
Priorities document is one page in length and will cover one year (20 19) in the legislative cycle. County sponsored bills 
and areas of prioritization for the year are included in this document. In accordance with these priorities, PAL has put 
forward a recommendation to support the following proposals in the Governor's budget: In-Home Support Services, 
Medi-Cal expansion, CaiWORKs grants, 2020 Census, and Homelessness funding. 

The following proposals for County sponsored or co-sponsored legislation are advanced for your consideration for 
inclusion in the Platform. 

2019 County Le~islative Proposals 
Proposal Submitter State/Federal 

Alignment of State regulations for the Social Services Agency State 
administration of CaiFresh and 
CalWORKs regarding sponsored 
noncitizens 
Co-sponsor AB 143 Quirk-Silva- Homelessness Council State 
Shelter Crisis: homeless shelters 

Social Services proposes another attempt to align the sponsor "deeming" exemption criteria for CaiWORKs and 
Calfresh. Most legal immigrants in the U.S. are eligible for CalWORKs and CaiFresh benefits, provided they meet 
financial and categorical requirements. In California, if a county determines a sponsored noncitizen would go hungry 
and homeless without aid, the sponsored noncitizen is determined to be indigent. A sponsored non-citizen can apply for 
Calfresh benefits every 12 months. However, that same eligible individual can only apply for CaiWORKs benefits for 
a total of 12 months. The county seeks the authority to renew CaiWORKs benefits to an eligible sponsored indigent 
non-citizen similar to how they are extended under Calfresh. 

The Alameda County Homelessness Council has submitted a proposal to co-sponsor Assembly Bill 143 (Quirk-Silva)
Shelter crisis: homeless shelters. Current law allows specific jurisdictions to, upon declaration of a shelter crisis, suspend 
certain state and local laws, regulations, and ordinances to the extent that strict compliance would prevent, hinder, or 
delay the mitigation of the effects of the shelter crisis. This bill would extend the application of existing law to Alameda 
County. 
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This Platform package (2019-2020 Legislative Platform and 2019 County Priorities) was reviewed and recommended 
to the full Board for adoption, by your Board's Personnel, Administration and Legislation (PAL) Policy Committee at 
its regular meetings on January 7, 14, and 28, 2019. 

With your Boards approval of the Legislative Platform package, the County can ensure our advocacy efforts align with 
our Vision to have Alameda County recognized as one of the best counties in which to live, work and do business. 

FINANCING: 

There will be no increase in net county costs related to the adoption of the 2019-2020 Alameda County Legislative 
Platform package, though State and federal legislative actions can have impacts on County finances. 

VISION 2026: 

The entirety of the 2019-2020 Legislative Platform is aligned with the Vision 2026 - Shared Visions, lOX Goals and 
Operating Principles. 

Attachments 
SSM:AC:TSR:mp 

cc: Auditor-Controller 
County Counsel 

Very truly yours, 

~· 
Susan S. Muranishi 
County Administrator 






































































