Pride Month

Recogmizing
The Lakeshore LGBTQ Cultural District
June 2024

WHEREAS, the Alameda County Board of Supervisors recognizes June as Pride Month. Pride is celebrated
throughout the month of June all over the world each year in commemoration of its roots in the Stonewall Riots dating
back to June of 1969; and

WHEREAS, the annual celebration shows the many contributions of the LGBTQ+ community to history, society and
cultures worldwide. Pride gatherings are rooted in the history of minority groups who have struggled for decades to
overcome prejudice and being accepted for who they are. This year’s theme for Pride in the Bay Area is “Beacon of

Love.”

WHEREAS, the Oakland LGBTQ+ Community Center was founded and incorporated in June of 2017 by Jeff Myers
and Joe Hawkins. The Center opened with a small single office on Lakeshore Ave in the Lake Merritt-Grand Lake
District. The Grand opening was held on September 7%, 2017; and

WHEREAS, both Jeff Myers and Joe Hawkins over the years have dedicated time and provided their vision for
Lakeshore LGBTQ+ Cultural District to provide Oakland’s families, allies and community members with a space
that is free from violence and discrimination. The proposed borders range from- Grand Avenue to the West, El
Embarcadero to the south, Lakeshore Avenue to the east, and Kenmore Avenue to Fairbanks Avenue and Boulevard
Way to the North; and

WHEREAS, the district with one of the highest percentages of LGBTQ+ identified residents the cultural district was
long overdue and now uplifts and preserves the legacy to Oakland’s rich history in the struggle for justice and equity.
The district is meant to foster the community where every Oakland resident and visitor can exist free and proud; and

NOW, THEREFORE, this Board of Supervisors, County of Alameda, State of California hereby proclaim the month
of June as Pride Month.

FURTHERMORE, we commend Jeff Myers and Joe Hawkins for their successful work and dedicated advocacy.
We thank you for accepting this proclamation at today’s June 18® Board Meeting.
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