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ORDINANCE NO. 2019-50 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING SECTION 5.08.175 TO THE 
ALAMEDA COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE TO PROHIBIT SHEEP RIDING 

SECTION I 

In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Alameda makes 
the following findings: 

a. The County of Alameda ("County") intends to promote public health, safety and welfare 
through the regulation and control of people's use and keeping of animals, including at certain 
rodeo events; 

b. Existing County Ordinance Code provisions regarding rodeos prohibit intentionally tripping or 
felling equine or bovine animals; 

c. In addition to these protections, the Board finds that the practice of children riding or 
attempting to ride sheep in a rodeo event known as "mutton busting," does not promote the 
humane care for animals and does not promote public health, safety or welfare; 

d. The Board recognizes that the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals also 
opposes mutton busting; 

e. The Board finds that this ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to the common sense exemption, because it can be seen with certainty that 
there is no possibility that the activity subject to this ordinance may have a significant effect 
on the environment. CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3). 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Alameda ordains as follows: 

SECTION II 

The Alameda County Ordinance Code is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 5.08.175 is added to Chapter 5.08 -Animal Control Regulations Generally, Article Ill -
Rodeo Events or Other Activities Prohibited, and reads. as follows: 

Section 5.08.175 - Ovine animals. 

No person shall climb on top of, ride, or attempt to ride any ovine animal (sheep), or to cause any 
other person to do so, whatsoever for the purpose of entertainment, sport or practice, including a 
rodeo. 

SECTION 111 

This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and after the date of 
passage and before the expiration of fifteen (15) days after its passage it shall be published once 
with the names of the members voting for and against the same in the Inter-City Express, a 
newspaper published in the County of Alameda. 
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Adopted by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Alameda, State of California, on the 
11th day of November; 2019, by the following called vote: 

AYES: Supervisors Carson, Chan, & President Valle - 3 

NOES: Supervisor Miley ~ ) 

EXCUSED: Supervisor Haggerty ~~ 
RICHARD VALLE 
President of the Board of Supervisors 

ATTEST: 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, 

By:~ 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DONNA R. ZIEGLER, COUNTY COUNSEL 

By: l/_41'4 f ffe,'lf,., ~ ~ 
Heather Littlejohn 0 ~ 
Deputy County Counsel 
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