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IV.

PURPOSE: The following procedures are intended to promote the safe, efficient and lawful
operation of the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) small Unmanned Aircraft System
(sUAS). Safety, above all else, is the primary concern in each and every operation, regardless of
the nature of the mission. ‘

POLICY: It shall be the mission of those personnel of the ACSO who are trained in the use of
the sUAS 1o use this resource to protect the lives and property of citizens of Alameda County
and first responders in full compliance with applicable laws and regulations, including but not
limited to applicable State and Federal Constitution and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
regulations.

The use of a SUAS can support first responders in situations which would benefit from an aerial
perspective and enable responders to detect dangers that could otherwise not be seen. The SUAS
can also be utilized for approved training missions.

OVERVIEW: The FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012 provides for the integration of
civil unmanned aircraft systems into national airspace by September 1, 2015. Existing federal
law requires the Administrator of the FAA to devélop and implement operational and
certification requirements for the operation of public unmanned aircraft systems in the national
airspace system by December 31, 2015.

DEFINITION:

A. Small Unmanned Aircraft System (sUAS): Consists of the small unmanned aircraft
weighting under 4.4 lbs, the command system, a secure control link, and other related
safety support equipment.

B. Unmanned Aircraft (UA): An aircraft that is intended to navigate in the air without an
on-board pilot. ‘ '

C. UA Flight Crewmember: A pilot, visual observer, or other persons assigned duties for a
sUAS for the purpose of flight.

D. Unmanned Aircraft Pilot: A person exercising control over unmanned aircraft during
flight. The pilot will be ultimately responsible for the operation and solely responsible for
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from an outside publ

the input of commands/piloting during flight. The pilot will be certified in the operation of
the SUAS by successful completion of an approved training course. The pilot must meet
standards required by the FAA (possess a valid second class or higher medical certificate,
must pass the required knowledge tests and must keep his/her aeronautical knowledge up
to date). Pilots are authorized to evaluate and accept or decline any mission or portion
thereof due to safety concerns.

Certificate of Authorization: COA (Certificate of Authorization) Given by the FAA
which grants permission to fly within specific boundaries and perimeters. Training
flights cannot take place without a valid Training and Evaluation (T&E) COA and
missions cannot take place without a valid operati.

servation of the sUAS while in-

ioh. of the sUAS while in flight and alert
tures, air traffic, weather, etc) which
or all aviation related

flight. The observer will maintain a visual
the pilot of any conditions (obstructions,

communications required by the F
proximity to the pilot to ensure ins
certified in the operation of the sUA.
course. The observer shal
class (or higher) medical
aeronautical knowledge u

Homeland Security and Emergency
isposal (EOD) Commanding Officer or the

ty agency the request will be directed to Dispatch at (510) 667-7778.

When the sUAS is being flown, operators will take steps to ensure the camera is focused
on the areas necessary to the mission and to minimize the inadvertent collection of data
about uninvolved persons or places.

ACSO will maintain a website for public input to address citizens’ concerns and
recommendations.

The use of the sSUAS will be limited to the authorized missions described herein.

The sUAS will not be equipped with any weapons.
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e.  Public safety and life preservation mission;

The authorized missions for the ACSO sUAS are:

a.  Post-incident crime scene preservation and documentation
b.  Explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) missions

¢.  Response to hazardous materials spills

d.  Search and Rescue (SAR) missions as defined in California Government Code
Section 26614

include barricaded suspects, hostage
situations, active shooters, apprehen ned and dangerous and/or violent

fleeing suspects, and high-risk search

clude natural or human caused disasters

f. Disaster response and recov
including a full overview of

documentation

yecurred or is occurring, or that a particular person
elony and use of the sSUAS does not infringe

laws and regulations on sUAS usage, shall be reviewed as

r of Countywide Services and the Sheriff’s Air Squadron
designated by the Sheriff shall meet quarterly on the use of the
it review, flight documentation review and provide a quarterly and
annual report to the Sheriff. '

VL PROCEDURES:

1.

2.

A sUAS operation requires a Certificate of Authorization (COA) from the FAA. -

A sUAS will only be operated by personnel, both pilots and crew members, who have been
trained and certified in the operation of the system. All agency personnel with sUAS
responsibilities, including command officers, will be provided training in the policies and
procedures governing sSUAS use. ' :
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3. All flights will be approved in advance by the Sheriff or his/her designee (at least the rank
of captain).

4.  The sUAS and all related equipment will be available and issued at the Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency Services.

5. All flights will be documented on the mission dispatch form designed for that purpose and
all flight time shall be accounted for on the form. The reason for the flight and type of
mission as specified above and name of the supervlsor approving the operation will also be
documented.

ts, general operating procedures and
©:sUAS Operations Manual.

6.  The administration, safety policy, training re
pre/post flight actions are contained within |

DATA RETENTION AND PROCESSI

ant to Sheriff’s Ofﬁée records
applicable laws and regulations.

All retained data shall be mamt
retention and evidence policies

PROTECTION O
operators and ob
reasonable expe
sUAS. Each sUAS
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ALAMEDA COUNTY SHERIFI'S OFFICE
SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM MISSION — REPORT FORM

Report No, _ FAR NOTAM No:
Date: Time: Mission Approved by:
Mission Requested by:

Requestor’s Dept/Org:
Requestor Contact Information:
Phone: Cell:

Mission Details:

SUAS Pilot:

Email:

SUAS Observer:

SUAS Vehicle Number:

Incident Commander:

Location:

Fy})e of Air Space:

Weather:

Wind:

FAA Controlling Agency, i.e., NORCAL, Control Tower:
Frequency Used: __
Mission Description:

(continue on second sheet of paper if necessary

o Law Enforcement Support o Search & Rescue

o Fire Suppression/Prevention w High Risk Search Warrant
o Disaster rasponse o Hazardous materials Spill
o Mutuai Aid

UAS Flight Log:

Flight No: Begin: End:
Flight No: Begin: End:
Flight No: Begin: End:

o Video recorded

o Video recording kept o Deleted Recording given to:

o SUAS Flight data kept o0 SUAS Flight Data deleted

Preflight Completed by:

o Explosive Ordinance Disposal
o Crime Scene Preservation
o Training mission

Post flight Completed by:

Standard Instructions: The sUAS Pilot is responsible for insuring the sUAS flight is conducted
consistent with the Sheriff’s Office SUAS P&P and applicable FAA regulations. The sUAS Pilot
is the final authority over the operation of the sUAS. The sUAS Pilot has the authority to
reject a flight based on personnel/public safety, violation of sSUAS P&P or violation of FAA

Regulations.

SUAS Pilot

Reviewed and approved




