Community Recognition 9/25/14

During this week’s Board Meeting, my fellow Supervisors and I were proud to proclaim September
15- October 15 2014 “Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month” in Alameda County. In doing so, we have
vowed to continue to recognize shared goals and objectives toward building a stronger community,
and to celebrate the unique, and important, influences of Hispanic-Latino cultures. The Alameda
County Board of Supervisors acknowledges the vital contributions and celebrates Hispanic-Latino
heritage. This week, it was our honor and privilege to recognize Belia Martinez from District 1,
Norma Ambritz-Galaviz from District 2, Jane Garcia from District 3, Padres Unidos from District
4, and Sandi Galvez from District 5. The diverse backgrounds of these Hispanic-Latino Americans,
their dedication to community, and their desire to live the “American Dream”, collectively reinforce
and fortify our American values, those which we hold in the highest regard here in Alameda County.

Specifically, I'd like to share with you a bit more about Belia Martinez of District 1— Ms. Martinez
was raised in a small Texas town near the Mexican border in an underprivileged setting. She and her
family picked cotton for money and lived in a poverty-stricken home of migrant workers. It was
through this experience that she recognized the vast importance of education and further, that of
formal education, and the opportunities each present for one’s future. Being one of four siblings,
Ms. Martinez knew her mother, a single parent, couldn’t afford higher education. So, after
graduating high school, she enlisted in the United States Army, where she served her country and
earned financial assistance for a college education. Following her active duty military service, she
enrolled at Texas Women’s University, where she received her Bachelor’s Degree in Business and
became the first in her family to not only graduate college, or even enroll.

In her years since as a Livermore resident, Ms. Martinez has immersed herself in the local
community and the education of our youth. She is a youth advocate on several School Site Council
Committees, Parent Teacher Association Boards, and serves as a Parent Center Coordinator. In
addition, Ms. Martinez helps to coordinate the Summer Youth Employment Project, monitoring
students and emphasizing real-world work expectations. She also serves to raise awareness of
services offered by local community-based organizations and provides opportunities for career
instruction, financial literacy training, academic improvement and social growth. Wow!

I speak for my fellow Board members, myself and the community when I say Ms. Martinez is a true
asset to our community and the education of our youth. She is to be commended for her tireless
efforts. The world is truly a better place because of people like Belia Martinez. Thank you for all
that you do!



