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Farrell, Jenna

From: Farrell, Jenna
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2013 12:42 PM
To: 'Native American Heritage Commission'
Subject: Sacred Lands File Search Request-Sand Hill Wind Project-Alameda County 
Attachments: Sand Hill Project Quad Map.pdf

Hi Karen/NAHC 
 
Please conduct a sacred lands file search for the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project near the city of Tracy, Alameda County, 
CA.  FloDesign proposes to install 40 test turbines and widen approximately 7 miles of existing road within an existing 
windfarm  in the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (approximately 400 existing turbines). They well remove the 40 
existing turbines and pads and install the new foundation/pads/ and turbine within the old turbine locations. They are 
testing a new wind turbine design against the existing turbines. The remaining existing turbines will remain in place and 
some will be used as a control group.  The testing results will determine future removal and repower of the existing wind 
turbines.  

 
The direct Project area is described below (map Attached): 
 
7.5 Quad: Altamont 
TR: R3E, T2S 
Section: S1/2 21, N1/2 28 
 
Quad: Midway 
TR: T2S, R3E 
Section: E1/2 23, W1/2 24  
 
TR: T2S, R4E 
Section:  SW1/4 29 
 
Quad: Clifton Court Forebay 
TR:T2S, R3E 
Section: SE1/4 14, SW 1/4 of 7, NW1/4 18 
 
You can contact me via email or fax. Please let me know if you have any questions or require any additional information. 
 
Thank you,  
 
Jenna 
Jenna Farrell | Archaeologist  
Direct: 916.853.4575 | Main: 916.852.8300 | Fax: 916.852.0307 | Cell: 916.206.8705  
 Tetra Tech, Inc. |  
2969 Prospect Park  Drive, Suite 100 | Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 | www.tetratech.com   
 







 

Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
The Ohlone Indian Tribe 
Andrew Galvan 
P.O. Box 3152 
Fremont, CA 94539 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Mr. Galvan: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA.  The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review. Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  

Sincerely, 

Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 

Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
 

mailto:jenna.farrell@tetratech.com


 

Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan 
Ann Marie Sayers, Chairperson 
P.O. Box 28  
Hollister, CA 95024 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Ms. Sayers: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA. The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California. The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review. Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.). In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  

Sincerely, 

Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 

Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
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Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Amah/Mutsun Tribal Band 
Jean-Marie Feyling 
19350 Hunter Court 
Redding, CA 96003 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Ms. Feyling: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA.  The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review.  Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  

Sincerely, 

Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 

Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
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Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Muwekma Ohlone Indian Tribe of the SF Bay Area 
Rosemary Cambra, Chairperson 
P.O. Box 360791  
Milpitas, CA 95036 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Ms. Cambra: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA.  The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review. Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  

Sincerely, 

Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 

Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
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Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Coastanoan Rumsen Carmel Tribe 
Tony Cerda, Chairperson 
240 E. 1st Street 
Pomona, CA 91766 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cerda: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA. The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review.  Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  

Sincerely, 

Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 

Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
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Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Amah/Mutsun Tribal Band 
Irene Zwierlein, Chairperson 
789 Canada Road 
Woodside, CA 94062 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Ms. Zwierlein: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA. The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review.  Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 
 
Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
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Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Jakki Kehl 
720 North 2nd Street 
Patterson, CA 95363 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Ms. Kehl: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA.  The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 

C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 



Ms. Kehl 
Page 2 

 

 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review.  Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 
 
Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
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Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Katherine Erolinda Perez 
PO Box 717 
Linden, CA 95236 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Ms. Perez: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA.  The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review.  Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 
 
Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
 

mailto:jenna.farrell@tetratech.com


 

Tetra Tech, Inc. 
2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Tel 916.852.8300   Fax 916.852.0307   www.tetratech.com 

March 20, 2013 
 
 
Trina Marine Ruano Family 
Ramona Garibay, Representative 
30940 Watkins Street 
Union City, CA 94587 
 
Subject:  PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
Dear Ms. Garibay: 
 
FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp. (FloDesign) acquired (in 2012) an existing wind farm installation owned by 
SeaWest Power Resources, LLC on multiple parcels of land located in the northeast corner of Alameda County 
within the Altamont Pass Wind Resources Area (APWRA).  FloDesign intends to implement a repowering 
program that would include the removal of 70-80 existing wind turbines and replace them with a new 
technology turbine known as a mixer-ejector wind turbine (MEWT).  FloDesign has applied for a Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) to remove existing turbines and install 40 new MEWTs in their place, in eastern Alameda County.  
 
The 40 MEWTs would be installed within an existing wind project footprint and new access roads are not 
expected to be needed.  As currently planned, no new roads would be needed, only widening upgrades to 
existing roads are proposed.  The Initial Repower would include construction of new pads for the MEWTs, some 
minor connections to the existing power collection system, and temporary lay-down areas.  The Initial Repower 
would connect to the power grid using existing infrastructure.  No new substation or interconnection lines, or 
operations and maintenance facilities would be needed. 
 
Construction and operation of the Project would require use of only a portion of the land in the project area, the 
majority of which is currently used for agriculture (grazing), with a portion currently devoted to operating wind 
farm activities.  Construction activities that would disturb land include minor road improvements, crane pads, 
turbine base areas, assembly pads, temporary laydown areas, and the underground lines of the collection 
system.  Disturbance will be within the existing windfarm and would be both permanent and temporary.  The 
temporarily disturbed areas would be restored following completion of construction. 
 
Project Location  
The proposed Project location is located in the northeast corner of Alameda County in the APWRA.  The Project 
area is approximately 11 miles west of the city of Tracy, California.  The Project is separated into the three areas 
listed below with the aliquot descriptions provided.  These Project locations are also shown on Attachment A. 
 
C-01 (Ralph-Pombo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 3 East, portions of sections 23 and 24 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, and portions of section 14 of USGS 7.5’ Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangles, Prime Meridian 10. 
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C-02 (Castello-Arnaudo Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, portions of sections 7 and 18 of USGS 7.5’ 
Clifton Court Forebay, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
C-03 (Griffith 1-Griffith 2 Parcels)—Township 2 South, Range 4 East, western portion of section 29 of USGS 7.5’ 
Midway, California quadrangle, Prime Meridian 10. 
 
Tetra Tech is assisting FloDesign with the environmental studies for the CUP.  The Native American Heritage 
Commission listed you as someone who may have knowledge of cultural resources in the Project area.  As part 
of our efforts for tribal outreach and literature/archival research, we are contacting you to request a historic or 
cultural resource review. Please notify me if there are any locations within the Project area about which your 
tribe may have concerns regarding Cultural Resources (e.g. trails, archaeological resources, traditional areas, 
etc.).  In addition, please feel free to contact me if you have any other concerns, comments, questions, or would 
like more information regarding the proposed Sand Hill Wind Project.  
 
Please reference “Sand Hill Wind Project” in your correspondence, and send any comments or questions to my 
attention at Tetra Tech, Inc., 2969 Prospect Park Dr. #100, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or call 916-853-4575, or 
email me at jenna.farrell@tetratech.com.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jenna Farrell 
Cultural Resources, Tetra Tech 
 
Cc: Peter Pawlowski, FloDesign Wind Turbine Corp.  
 
Attachment A: Map 
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Farrell, Jenna

From: Katherine Perez <canutes@verizon.net>
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2013 5:50 PM
To: Farrell, Jenna
Subject: Re: PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

Hi Jenna: 
 
I am not aware of any cultural sensitive area within your project. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Katherine Perez 
 

From: "Farrell, Jenna" <Jenna.Farrell@tetratech.com> 
To: "canutes@verizon.net" <canutes@verizon.net>  
Sent: Monday, March 25, 2013 3:14 PM 
Subject: Re: PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
 
Hi Katherine: 
  
Thank you for your reply.  In response to your questions presented below on March 22, 2013.  
  
Tetra Tech conducted a cultural resources literature review at the Northwest Information Center (NWIC) 
(Alameda County) of the California Historical Resources Information System, at the California State 
University, Sonoma California on March 8, 2013. The search focused specifically on lands comprising the 
entire proposed project location and adjacent areas to a distance 1 mile. Twenty historic sites (homesteads, 
ranch features, roads, transmission lines) and no prehistoric sites were identified within the Project study area. 
Only one  site, a historic transmission line was identified within the Project area. 
  
The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted by e-mail on February 28, 2013 to request 
a sacred lands file search and a list of Native American contacts with interest in the project area. The NAHC 
responded on March 19, 2013 that no Native American resources were identified within the project area. A list 
of nine Native American contacts (your name was included on the NAHC list) was also provided. On March 
21st, 2013, Tetra Tech provided each individual on this list a certified letter and email containing information 
regarding the Project, a map of the Project areas, and a request for any comments and/or information regarding 
cultural resources in the Project area. 
  
A cultural resource pedestrian survey was conducted from March 11th to 13th, 2013 of the Project areas. A total 
of 113.8 acres were surveyed. The survey was conducted by professional archaeologist that meet the Secretary 
of Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for Archaeology.  The survey was conducted in transects 
spaced no greater than 7-10 meters apart. The following historic and architectural sites were identified within 
the surveyed area: 
  

 P-01-010499: this previously recorded site is the Vaca Dixon-Tesla 500kV and Table Mountain-Tesla 
500kV transmission line  
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  SH-JF-01 (temporary number): historic road  
 SH-JF-02 (temporary number) PG&E’s Tracy-Tesla 230kV transmission line 

  
Please let me know if you have any information regarding potential resources within the proposed repowering 
project and/or any additional questions or comments regarding the project. Thank you for your reply.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Jenna  
  
  
Jenna Farrell | Archaeologist  
Direct: 916.853.4575 | Main: 916.852.8300 | Fax: 916.852.0307 | Cell: 916.206.8705  
 Tetra Tech, Inc. |  
2969 Prospect Park  Drive, Suite 100 | Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 | www.tetratech.com   
  
  
From: Katherine Perez [mailto:canutes@verizon.net]  
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2013 6:45 PM 
To: Garcia, Deeanna 
Subject: Re: PROPOSED SAND HILL WIND PROJECT, EASTERN ALAMEDA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 
  
I need to know whether you have completed your survey of the area for cultural resources and if you have 
requested a cultural investigation from the CCIC and the Native American Heritage Commission of the area? 
  
Katherine Perez 
  
  
  
 


	SUMMARY
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	TABLES
	FIGURES
	APPENDICES

	1.0 INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Project Location
	1.2 Project Description
	1.3 Area of Potential Direct Effect
	1.4 Regulatory Context
	1.4.1 State
	1.4.1.1 California Environmental Quality Act
	1.4.1.2 California Health and Safety Code, Section 7052 and 7050.5
	1.4.1.3 California Native American Historical, Cultural, and Sacred Sites Act
	1.4.1.4 California Public Resource Code, Section 5097
	1.4.1.5 California State Senate Bill 18

	1.4.2 County of Alameda


	2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL, CULTURAL, AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXTS
	2.1 Environmental Setting
	2.2 Historic and Current Land Use and Disturbance
	2.3 Cultural Setting
	2.3.1 Prehistoric Context
	2.3.1.1 Early Holocene (Lower Archaic): cal. 8000-3500 cal. BC
	2.3.1.2 Early Period (Middle Archaic): 3500 to 500 cal. BC
	2.3.1.3 Lower Middle Period (Initial Upper Archaic): 500 cal. BC to cal. AD 430
	2.3.1.4 Upper Middle Period (Late Upper Archaic): cal. AD 430 to 1050
	2.3.1.5 Initial Late Period (Lower Emergent): cal. AD 1050 to 1550
	2.3.1.6 Terminal Late Period: Protohistoric post cal. AD 1550

	2.3.2 Ethnographic Context
	2.3.3 Historic Context
	2.3.3.1 Spanish Period
	2.3.3.2 Mexican Period
	2.3.3.3 American Period
	2.3.3.4 Infrastructure of Water, Power, and Communications


	2.4 Archaeological Sensitivity of the Project Ape

	3.0 RESEARCH DESIGN
	3.1 Expected Site Types

	4.0 METHODOLOGY
	4.1 Records Search and Document Review
	4.1.1 Previously Conducted Surveys
	4.1.2 Historic Map Review
	4.1.3 Previously Recorded Cultural Resources
	4.1.4 Native American Consultation
	4.1.5 Cultural Resource Sensitivity of the Project Area and Recommendations

	4.2 Pedestrian Archaeological Survey

	5.0 INVESTIGATION FINDINGS
	5.1 Previously Recorded Sites
	5.2 Newly Recorded Cultural Resouces
	5.2.1 Historic and Architectural Sites
	5.2.1.1 SH-JF-01: Historic Road
	5.2.1.2 SH-JF-02: Tracy-Tesla 230kV Transmission line



	6.0 DISCUSSION AND INTERPERTATIONS
	7.0 MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS
	7.1 Impact Significance Criteria
	7.1.1 California Environmental Quality Act

	7.2 Identifed Project Impacts On Cultural Resources
	7.2.1 Archaeological Resources
	7.2.2 Native American Resources
	7.2.3 Historic Architectural Resources

	7.3 Recommedations and Mitigation Measures

	8.0 REFERENCES
	APPENDIX A NORTHWEST INFORMATION CENTER RECORD SEARCH
	APPENDIX B NATIVE AMERICAN LETTERS
	APPENDIX C RESUMES
	Jenna L. Farrell
	Erica D. Maier

	APPENDIX D DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION FORMS



