TO:
HEARING DATE:

ALAMEDA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

UPPLEMENT TO 2" ADDENDUM TO PRIOR STAFF REPORTS

EAST COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENTS
JANUARY 14, 2016

GENERAL INFORMATION - ABBREVIATED

APPLICATION: CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, PLN2014-00056
APPLICANT: ALTAMONT WINDS, LLC
PROPERTY OWNERS: VARIOUS (See Table 1, Project Properties and Owners)

PROPOSAL: To approve the Summit Wind Repower Project, to redevelop an existing wind
farm through replacement of up to 569 older wind turbines with up to 31 new
approximately 2.1 megawatt (MW) turbines, resulting in a maximum capacity
of roughly 54 MW, and adding new technology and infrastructure.

LOCATION, The proposed project is located on 17 parcels over about 3,470 acres in the

ASSESSOR’S PARCEL eastern Altamont Hills, between the Contra Costa County line and Interstate
NOS. AND PARCEL 1-580, and mainly west of Dyer Road and the portion of Altamont Pass Road
AREAS: between Carroll Road and Dyer Road.
ZONING: A (Agriculture, 160-acre minimum) District
GENERAL PLAN LPA (Large Parcel Agriculture), East County Area Plan, adopted in 1994 and
DESIGNATION: amended in November 2000 and May 2002.
ENVIRONMENTAL The project is subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA,
REVIEW: 1970 as amended). See prior staff reports.
DISCUSSION

After circulation of the 2" Addendum to the prior staff reports, the Planning Department received some
additional information and graphics, including a map of shadow flicker effects and updated visual simula-
tions to reflect the removal of Turbine sites 29 and 30. In addition, some calculated noise results were
revised based on field verification of distances to residential receptors, which represent very slight to small
decreases in the decibel level (dBA) for four receptors (i.e., less noise exposure), as shown in a revision to
Table 6 as presented in the Revised Supplemental Information report.

TABLE 6 SUMMIT WIND REPOWER PROJECT RECEPTOR SOUND PRESSURE LEVELS
VS. FPEIR THRESHOLDS
SUMMIT
SUMMIT
ExisTING | EXISTING SUMMIT | SUMMIT | CHANGE BELOW
RECEPTOR Ccup SPL SPL FPER spL | SPL | FROM .\ orSHOLD
THRESHOLD | & DB(A) | THRESHOLD DB(A) | EXISTING
(A) DB(A) AMOUNT,
(LDN) (LDN) WTS DB(A)
DB(A)
B 65 51.7 58.1 65 50.0 56.4 1.7 15.0
H 55 51.6 58.0 55 47.0 53.4 -4.6 8.0
P 65 54.0 60.4 65 48.6 55.0 5.4 16.4
Y 65 46.2 52.6 65 476 54.0 14 17.4
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The replacement shadow flicker map and visual simulations of post-construction conditions without
Turbines 29 and 30 are attached, which should replace Figures 13, 14B and 16 (pp. 21, 22 and 24)
respectively in the Revised Supplemental Information report.

In addition, the applicant, Altamont Winds, LLC, has requested that the second paragraph under the
heading, Conclusions (page 7 of the Information report), be replaced with the following explanatory text,
submitted to the County on January 8, 2016:

Detailed analysis of the current project layout shows that expected shadow flicker would exceed
30 hours per year or 30 minutes per day, would be associated with turbines 23 and 24, and would
affect two residences located along Dyer Road (Receptors H and J). These residences are within
1,640 feet of the Project, and the owners have not currently agreed to provide the necessary
waivers. This would affect fewer than the three residences identified in the November 2015
CEQA Implementation Checklist and Supporting Documents. The operation of turbines 23 and
24, affecting receptors H and J, would be curtailed during the time of expected shadow flicker to
mitigate potential shadow flicker impacts.

The Planning Department regrets submitting this information after the 2" Addendum to the prior staff
reports was circulated; however, the corrections do not appear to represent any significant alteration in the
information upon which the Board of Zoning Adjustments would be expected to use as the basis for its
consideration of the project.

Lastly, the Planning Department received some additional correspondence regarding the proposal through
Monday, January 11, 2016, that is attached.

Attachments
PREPARED BY: Andrew Young Planner 111
REVIEWED BY: Sandra Rivera Assistant Planning Director
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FIGURE 13 CAMERA POSITION 3: VIEW SOUTHWEST TOWARD TURBINES 23 AND 24 - SIMULATED PROPOSED CONDITIONS



FIGURE 14B CAMERA POSITION 4: VIEW NORTHWEST TOWARD DYER ROAD RESIDENCES -PROPOSED CONDITION



FIGURE 16* FOCUSED SHADOW FLICKER EFFECT MAP

* REPLACES “ENLARGED EXCERPT OF SHADOW FLICKER MAP (FROM ATTACHMENT 11)"
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