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For the purposes of a Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge local Quality Rating 
and Improvement System (QRIS): 
 
Ages for ratios in tiers 3 and above and hybrid points 3 and above:  

 Infant: A child birth to 18 months of age. 

 Toddler: A child who is 18 to 36 months of age. 
Based on Education Code Section 8265.5 

 Preschooler: A child who is 3 years of age to kindergarten entry. The child’s third 
birthday must be on or before the following dates: 

o November 1 of the 2012-13 fiscal year 
o October 1 of the 2013-14 fiscal year 
o September 1 of the 2014-15 fiscal year and thereafter 

Based on Management Bulletin 12-15 
 
Assessment: 

 Self: An internal assessment completed or conducted by a teacher or the 
program itself. 

 Independent: An external assessment completed or conducted by an entity or 
persons not part of the program that is(are) trained to reliability on the tool. 
Independent assessments (e.g., CLASS element II.4 – tier 4 of the QRIS block 
system and 4 points in the hybrid QRIS; ERS element III.2 - tier 3 of the QRIS 
block system and 3 points in the hybrid QRIS) are completed by third party 
reliable assessors for scale users who will be doing “high stakes” assessments, 
for example in quality rating systems, or program monitoring, and also for 
technical assistance staff using the scales in program quality improvement 
efforts. 

o Reliable Assessors have experience in the child development field. They 
are trained to evaluate child care programs using the particular instrument. 
Assessors attend thorough trainings to learn about using the 
scales/instrument to measure the quality of child care programs and 
complete multiple practice observations. Assessors are deemed reliable 
when they closely match scores of an Anchor (experience reliable "expert" 
assessor responsible for score interpretation). Assessors maintain their 
reliability by periodically "double coding" with another reliable observer to 
ensure the assessments closely match. 

o Reliable CLASS Observer - individuals who qualify as a reliable CLASS 
observer have demonstrated their ability to observe and rate classrooms 
based on the CLASS quality indicators. CLASS reliability must be 
renewed annually and is available for the Toddler and PreKindergarten 
CLASS tools. A reliable CLASS observer should be able to provide a 
certificate indicating current reliability (issued within the previous 12 
months). 

o Certified CLASS Trainer - individuals who qualify as a Certified CLASS 
trainer receive their certification through Teachstone, Inc. for having 
participated in at least 4 days of training (Observer training and Train the 
Trainer training) and have passed reliability on the CLASS tool. These 
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trainers should be able to produce a certificate indicating that they 
successfully completed the Train the Trainer program and a certificate 
demonstrating their reliability on the CLASS tool is current (must be 
renewed annually). Certification is specific to a certain age level based on 
the particular CLASS tool. Currently, counties may have certified 
PreKindergarten CLASS trainers who they can call upon (known as 
affiliate trainer), or programs may arrange training through Teachstone. 
Currently, only Teachstone is able to provide certified CLASS trainers for 
the Toddler CLASS tool. 

 
ASQ: Ages and Stages Questionnaire (Hybrid Points 4, Common Tier 3) 
 
ASQ-SE: Ages and Stages Questionnaire: Social-Emotional (Hybrid Points 5) 
 
Braided/blended funding: This model utilizes at least two federal or state funding 

sources to support program services. It is commonly called the “braided,” “blended,” 
or “mixed” classroom. All children or only some of the children in the classroom must 
meet the funder’s eligibility requirements—either situation is acceptable. A cost-
allocation plan is required for this model unless all costs of the two programs are 
kept separate. 

 Example 1: Head Start and State Preschool Partnership—Braiding Funds to 
Operate as a Single Program 

o In this model, California State Preschool Program (CSPP) funds half-days 
for part of the year, typically for 175 days, and Head Start (HS) funds the 
other half-days for the same part of the year. The funds are mixed in order 
to provide a seamless, full-day program. 

o If a full year and/or longer day is needed in the community, funds may 
come from the following: 
1. Partnership members’ other resources 
2. Another agency’s resources 

 The mixing of funds in this model can be expressed by the following formula: 
SP (part-year) + HS (part-year) + additional funds = full-day, full-year. 

 Example 2: Head Start and Full-day CSPP or General Child Care Partnership, 
Head Start and Family Child Care Home Network Partnership 

o CSPP or General Child Care (CGCC)* provides funds for the full year, 
typically for 246 days, and for the full day. Head Start provides an 
“umbrella” of additional services, including comprehensive services for 
children and families, additional training resources, additional staff and/or 
materials, and so forth. In this model, all children in each classroom or 
family child care home (FCCH) participating in the collaboration must be 
enrolled in CGCC and must be Head Start eligible. However, agencies 
may operate additional classrooms that are not involved in the 
collaboration for children who do not have dual eligibility and/or 
enrollment. 
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o Partnerships of this kind may operate as a single program with mixed 
funds or may operate with funds and services separately accounted for by 
each partner agency. 

Source: Full-Day, Full-Year Early Care and Education Partnerships (2002) developed by the California 
Head Start–State Collaboration Office       

 Example 3: Title I, Head Start and State Preschool 
o ESEA/NCLB Title I, Part A funds are available to support preschool 

programs, with requirements for teachers and paraprofessionals. These 
programs must coordinate with other federal programs, so a braided 
program might include Title I, Head Start and State Preschool or other 
combinations. 
Source: Ready for K… with ESEA (2009) developed by the California County 
Superintendents Educational Services Association  

 
Center Director: Under “Program Administration”, the Center Director provides 

supervision and administrative support to teaching staff and children, provides 
ongoing communication with public and private agencies, and support to families in 
an early care setting with at least one classroom.  Center director is:   

 Responsible for scheduling staff in accordance with licensing requirements and 
site needs.  

 Manages all aspects of employee relations including performance review and 
training.  

 Responsible for meeting all licensing regulations, agency policies & procedures 
and the Education Code as applicable.  

 Responsible for accurate update of records on site including but not limited to: 
enrollment, attendance, meal counts, daily logs, curriculum, child observations, 
and parent participation.  

 The designee for insuring implementation of requirements of funding, including 
assessment, screening, curriculum, etc. 

 The legal designee to send and/or receive legal documents (i.e. restraining 
orders, suspected child abuse reports, unusual incident reports, etc.).  

 
A center director who is responsible for two or more centers may serve as the 
“executive director” of all of the center locations provided that a qualified child care 
center director is employed for each individual center/location.  In this instance, both 
the “executive director” and a designated lead teacher will meet the educational 
qualifications of center director and the executive director will be responsible for 
insuring the Program Administrative Scale (PAS) is completed for each center 
location. 
Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 22 sections 101215 and 101215.1 

 For example, state preschools located on the grounds of elementary school may 
have an “executive director” of all the state preschool locations; however, at least 
one lead teacher of a state preschool classroom on each site must meet the 
educational qualifications of “center director”.   

 
Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning Overview 

(CSEFEL) Overview: CSEFEL Overview can consist either of completing the online 
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training (when available) or completing more in-depth CSEFEL training. (Hybrid 
Points 2) 

 
Children with High Needs: Children from birth through kindergarten entry who are 

from low-income families or otherwise in need of special assistance and support, 
including children who have disabilities or developmental delays; who are English 
learners; who reside on “Indian lands” as that terms defined by section 8013(6) of 
the ESEA; who are migrant, homeless, or in foster care; and other children as 
identified by the State. California includes infants and toddlers and “children 
receiving protective services through the local county welfare department as well as 
children identified by a legal, medical, social service agency or emergency shelter as 
abused, neglected or exploited or at risk of abuse, neglect or exploitation.”  The 
referral from the County Welfare Department’s Child Protective Services unit needs 
to certify that the need for child care is a component in the case plan. 
Source: Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Application, p. 14, California’s RTT-ELC 
application, and Title 5 sections 18078(c) and 18092  

 
Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS): 

 Informal CLASS assessment with no minimum score on each classroom; if 
multiple age groups, assessment on age group with the most number of children. 
(Hybrid Points 4, Common Tier 3) 

 Certified trainer: one person per agency or someone through a network of shared 
independent assessors. (Hybrid Points 4, Common Tier 3) 

 Independent assessment with CLASS (for appropriate age group as available) 
with minimum CLASS scores 

o Teachstone Feedback: Emotional Support and Classroom Org. need to be 
fairly high, at about a 5, to promote positive social development and 
decrease challenging behaviors.  Instructional Support is different, and a 
bit lower, at 3 or above, for children to demonstrate greater academic and 
language gains. (Hybrid Points 4, Common Tier 3) 

 
CLASS Training:  

 2-hour overview for familiarity with CLASS for appropriate age group as available 
by one representative from the site (on-line or with a face-to-face facilitator); 
approximately $45/user. (Hybrid Points 2) 

 4 or 6 hour face-to-face facilitated training; approximately $67 (4 hour) to $111.67 
(6-hour, plus Dimensions Guide) per user; facilitated model with trainer who has 
received certified train-the-trainer training. (Hybrid Points 3, Common Tier 2) 

 
Competency: In regards to the California Foundations and Frameworks and an 

Education/Curriculum Plan: A developmentally, culturally, linguistically, 
appropriate (DCLA) curriculum.  

 Awareness (1 point) 
o The lead teacher in every classroom and Center Director or FCCH 

operator is to complete online Overview of Foundations and Frameworks 
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training (when available) after entering QRIS in Tier 1 and before moving 
to next Tier. 

 Exploring competency (2 points):  
o The lead teacher has received training, from PITC/CPIN, on at least one 

domain in Foundations & Frameworks 
o There is a curriculum that teachers use to plan experiences for children 

based on what is known about each individual child, including abilities, 
culture, and home language. 

 Developing competency (Common Tier 2, i.e. tier 3, and 3 points):  
o The lead teacher has received training, from PITC/CPIN, on at least two 

domain in Foundations and Frameworks 
o  The lesson plans include experiences, in social, emotional, cognitive and 

physical domains for children based on what is known about each 
individual child, including abilities, culture, and home language and the 
classroom has an assessment tool that can assess children in these 
domains and based on each child’s ability, culture and home language. A 
DCLA child assessment is completed for each child and recommendations 
for each child’s learning is written down with parental input within 60 days 
of enrollment and again within 6 months from the 60 days assessment. 

 Building competency (Common Tier 3, i.e., tier 4, and 4 points):  
o The lead teacher has received training, from PITC/CPIN, on at least three 

domains in Foundations and Frameworks 
o Same as previous tier 

 Integrating competency (5 points): 
o The lead teacher has received training, from PITC/CPIN, on at least four 

domains in Foundations and two domains in Frameworks 
o The DCLA results for each child are summarized and with parental input 

the results are used to plan for children.  A plan for the classroom and 
individual children is in place and lesson plans include experiences, in 
social, emotional, cognitive and physical domains for children based on 
these plans 

o The Program Staff Professional Development Site-Level Plan incorporates 
Foundations and Frameworks 

 
Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP): In Core I, refers to the use of the 

DRDP child observational assessment, not to the use of the Desired Results for 
Children and Families - Parent Survey, which is an option in Core III – Family 
Engagement. 

 
DRDPtech: Use of DRDP Tech creates psychometrically valid reports for teachers and 

also meets the Federal RTT-ELC grant requirements of state-level data. Use of 
DRDP Tech is free to Head Start and State funded programs and will be available at 
a minimal per child cost for non-publicly funded programs. (Hybrid Points 5) 

 
Evidence based - The level of evidence that supports the efficacy and generality of a 

practice as indicated by research. Evidence may come from empirical evidence, 
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through evaluation reports by an outside source or by the developer, or by 
consensus documents published by a professional organization. 

 
Exceptions to licensed programs that may participate: 

 CalSAFE child development programs 

 Tribal-approved child care programs 

 Military installation child care programs 
 
Familiarity: Refers to the participating program’s management, center director, family 

child care operator, and lead teacher, as appropriate, having a basic understanding 
of a particular program or staff assessment tool. This can include having attended 
overview orientations, webinars, trainings, college courses in which the tool was 
presented, or other forms of knowing the intent, purpose, and use of the tool, but not 
to the depth of completing assessments or observations. 

 
Family Engagement: In regards to resources and transition plans for engaging parents 

and families. 

 Communicate with Parents (1 point) 
o Title 22 Licensing Regulations 

 Educate Parents and Receive Information (2 points) 
o Topics offered in support of ERS subscale, “Provisions for Parents,” 

Indicators for family information and/or education may include topics such 
as how children learn at home and in early learning and care; 
developmental levels and brain development; physical activities and 
nutrition. 

 Involve Parents (Common Tier 2, i.e. Tier 3, and 3 points) 
o Provider offers links to community-based resources that support families 

with young children (must be visible or available in writing from provider) 
AND Provider has a written transition plan (general written protocol & 
evidence of implementation) that is activated when a child moves into 
kindergarten AND ERS average score of 4. When subscale item, 
"Provisions for Parents", is less than 4, a quality improvement plan will be 
developed 

 Engage Parents (Common Tier 3, i.e. Tier 4, and 4 points) 
o Provider offers links to community-based resources that support families 

with young children (must be visible or available in writing from provider) 
AND Provider has a written transition plan (sample individual transition 
plan with parent signature) that is activated when a child moves into 
kindergarten AND ERS average score of 4.5. When subscale item, 
"Provisions for Parents", is less than 4.5, a quality improvement plan will 
be developed AND Use of parent survey linked to greater county efforts 

 Partner and Advocate with Parents (5 points) 
o Provider offers links to community-based resources that support families 

with young children (must be visible or available in writing from provider) 
AND Provider has a written transition plan (sample individual transition 
plan with parent signature) that is activated when a child moves into a new 



Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge Common Definitions 

 

7  8/31/12 
 

classroom and into kindergarten AND ERS average score of 5.0. When 
subscale item, "Provisions for Parents", is less than 5, a quality 
improvement plan will be developed AND Use of parent survey linked to 
greater county efforts and implements results into program 

 
Fidelity of implementation is the delivery of instruction of a program in the way in 

which it was designed to be delivered, or implementing an evidence-based practice 
with integrity or adherence to the original approach. Preserving the components that 
made the original practice effective can directly impact the success of desired 
outcomes. 

 
General Child Care Licensed Sites: Infant/Toddler child development programs with a 

current CCTR contract with the California Department of Education.  
 
Health and Nutrition (Hybrid points 3-5):  

 Program must be implementing an evidence-based nutrition curriculum and/or 
physical education program such as but not limited to: California Preschools 
SHINE; I Am Moving, I Am Learning; Let’s Move!; SPARK; Sesame Workshop 
Curriculum 

 For Hybrid 5 Points, program also needs to be implementing a Health/Nutrition 
Best Practices (nutrition program such as Preschool Foods Initiative, Parent 
engagement, and Health Literacy cross-curricular effort, (TBD by definitions 
committee) 

 
In Good Standing:  A licensed child care center or family child care home that currently 

does not have or in the past 12 months has not had any of the following: 1) a non-
compliance conference ; 2) an administrative action taken or in the process of being 
taken; 3) a probationary license; or 4) a zero tolerance violation.  
Reference: Health and Safety Code sections 1596.773 and 1596.886 
 
Note:  Zero tolerance violations are serious violations that warrant an immediate civil 
penalty of $150 per day, per violation until corrected and include the following 
violations: 

  
1.     Fire clearance (child care centers only) 
2.    Absence of supervision 
3.    Accessible bodies of water 
4.    Accessible firearms, ammunition, or both 
5.    Refused entry of authorized licensing staff to a facility or any part of a facility 
6.    Presence of an excluded person on the premises 
7.    Violations that result in the illness, injury or death of a child 

 
Indicated by results thereafter: Indicated by results thereafter includes providing 
information and referral as necessary. (Hybrid Points 3-5, Common Tier 2 & 3) 
 
Lead teacher: The adult with primary responsibility for a group of children.  
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 For the purposes of rating an early childhood classroom,  
o The adult is the teacher who meets the minimum licensing requirements 

as a teacher and any additional requirements for the tier-level of the 
rating. 

o A group of children is defined as those children who are assigned for most 
of the day to a specific teacher or a team of teaching staff members and 
who occupy an individual classroom or well-defined space that prevents 
intermingling of children from different groups within a larger room or area. 
Each group must have at least one designated lead teacher. The lead 
teacher must spend the vast majority of time with one group of children 
who attend at the same time rather than divide time between classrooms 
or float between groups. The group size is determined by the tier-level of 
the rating. Based on the NAEYC accreditation definition of a teacher. 

o When there is more than one teacher working in a group, the lead teacher 
shall be considered the person with the highest degree. 

 For the purposes of rating a licensed family child care home (FCCH), 
o The adult who is the owner and full-time operator of the FCCH. If the 

owner is not teaching the children, the FCCH lead teacher is defined as 
the adult with the highest degree who spends the vast majority of time with 
the children. 

o A group of children is defined as those children who are enrolled in the 
FCCH. The group size is determined by licensing requirements based on 
the ages of the children enrolled. 

 
Participating Programs: Licensed centers and family child care homes including the 

exceptions noted in this document who have volunteered to participate in the local 
QRIS. Priority is given to participating programs that are serving children with high 
needs. 

 
Physical Activity in Programs: At least 30 minutes of activity for programs less than 4 

hours and at least 60 minutes of physical activity for programs greater than 4 hours. 
(Common Tier 2, Hybrid Points 3) 

 
Program Administration Scale (PAS)/ Business Administration Scale (BAS): Self-

review with PAS/BAS and continuous improvement through a PAS/ BAS action plan; 
Can also use assessment through CDD, CCDF and RTT-ELC-funded Director 
Mentors Project; sites with NAEYC accreditation are exempt from PAS/BAS 
requirement. (Common Tier 3, Hybrid Points 4) 

 
Professional Development/Continuing Education: 21 hours of professional 

development per year must be consistent with the professional growth activities as 
described in Commission on Teacher Credentialing’ Child development Permit 
Professional Growth Manual (http://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/manuals-
handbooks/PG_manual_ChildDev.pdf), pages 8 and 9, even if the person does not 
hold a Child Development Permit. These activities/hours must be pre-approved by 

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/manuals-handbooks/PG_manual_ChildDev.pdf
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/manuals-handbooks/PG_manual_ChildDev.pdf
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the individual’s professional growth advisor or the Consortium’s designee, either of 
whom must meet the advisor standard as described in the Manual on pages 5 and 6.   

 
Ratios: Centers must meet the Community Care Licensing standards at a minimum: 

Staff must meet the needs of the children in attendance and provide visual 
observation and supervision at all times. Centers may need additional staff 
depending on the age of children and their needs. Additional staff are needed for 
backup. An Aide cannot be left alone with children except during naptime and to 
escort children to the restroom. 

 One teacher can supervise no more than 12 children. 

 One teacher and one aide can supervise up to 15 children. 

 A fully qualified teacher and an aide with 6 early childhood education units can 
supervise up to 18 children. 

 A ratio of one teacher or aide for 24 napping children is permitted, providing that 
the additional staff to meet the “awake” ratios are immediately available at the 
center. 
Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 22 section 101216.3 

 Family Child Care Home Ratios: Depends on whether licensed as a small or 
large family child care home. 
Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 22 section 102416.5 

 
Screening: The Screening process in Common-Tiers 3 & 4 and Hybrid points 3-5 for 

programs working with families includes:  

 Families are engaged in the screening process. Results are shared with the 
family in a confidential and supportive manner. Program staff use screening 
results to refer families to the appropriate agencies for further assessment, such 
as the local Regional Center, school district and/or other resources. 

 In Hybrid points 5 the process also adds: Program staff uses children’s screening 
results to implement intervention strategies and adaptations as appropriate. 

 
Site: An early learning and development program operating by an administration/entity 

at one physical location with at least one child care license from Department of 
Social Services Community Care Licensing Division. If two administrations/entities 
are operating on the same site, each is counted as a separate site. 

 
State-funded Preschool Licensed Sites: A California State Preschool Program with a 

current CSPP contract with the California Department of Education. 
 
Subsidized family: The family receives child care services from a subsidized program 

or receives a voucher for services from the parent-selected program or provider. 
 
Subsidized program: The child care program has a contract or agreement with the 

state or federal government to provide early care and education services. 
 
Tobacco Cessation training: Refers to First 5 California’s on-line training or other 

similar training completed by all staff. (Hybrid Points 5) 
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Top/High Tiers: Common tier 2, i.e., tier 3, and above.  
 
Transition Plans: Written transition plan that is activated when a child moves into 

another child care setting or into kindergarten. Minimum components for the 
Transition Plan: 

 Specific steps to support transitions 

 Timeline 

 Description of how families will be included in transitions plans 

 Description of the communication system supporting transitions 
 

Tribal Sites: Child care operated for the Indian children of a tribal community. The tribal 
child care programs are exempted from having a state child care license, but must 
meet the child care standards established by the Tribe. In order to qualify for federal 
Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) funds, Tribes must be federally 
recognized. Not all Tribes receive CCDF funds.  Tribes that receive Head Start 
American Indian Program Bureau funds are to be counted under tribal sites, rather 
than under Head start sites.  

"Use of" or "Using" or “Utilize” - refers to any assessment, instrument or tool that 
yields individual and group information.  In most cases, the tool will be implemented 
by the program; however, in the case of the screening tool, programs may use 
information from a doctor’s or specialist’s assessment.  This term requires that the 
program accesses and analyzes results and then, those results (whether individual 
information or aggregated group data) are used to inform practice. 


