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				The privilege of serving as a Grand Juror comes with many rewards including the satisfaction of making a worthwhile contribution to the improvement of the lives of the residents of Alameda County.


			



				
				
				
				
				ABOUT US

Working as an arm of the Superior Court, the Civil Grand Jury is comprised of 19 citizens authorized to investigate local government to ensure that public agencies are working in the best interests of the public.  Its independence gives the Grand Jury a unique role in securing local government accountability and in examining allegations of misconduct.

CITIZENS’ WATCHDOG

The Grand Jury’s broad legal authority and investigative powers allow it to:

	Determine whether public monies are being spent wisely and for appropriate purposes;
	Ensure local government agencies conduct their business in an open, transparent manner;
	Inquire into the conditions of jails, detention centers, and hospitals; and
	Inquire into charges that a public official or employee engaged in willful misconduct while in office.




SECRECY

Grand Jury proceedings are conducted in secret. Complaints made to the Grand Jury are kept confidential as are the identities of complainants and witnesses who testify in front of the Grand Jury. This secrecy allows complainants, including whistle-blowers, and witnesses to have confidence that their identities will not be revealed. Grand Jurors who are selected for service take an oath of secrecy for life.

 

PUBLIC REPORTS

Each year, the Grand Jury publicly reports on the results of its investigations. The agencies that are the subject of the Grand Jury’s investigations are legally required to respond to the Grand Jury’s findings and recommendations within 90 days.

 

CRIMINAL GRAND JURY

The Civil Grand Jury does not normally hear criminal matters. In Alameda County, criminal grand jurors are selected randomly from the regular Superior Court jury pool.
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