
 
          The Bernard E. Witkin Alameda County Law Library  

                And the Witkin Legal Institute 

         Proudly Announce the 15th Annual  
 

BERNARD E. WITKIN MEMORIAL SYMPOSIUM 
California’s Civil Justice Crisis 

 
Speaker: James Brosnahan, Senior Partner, Morrison & Foerster LLP 

Chair of  the November 30, 2011 Hearings on California’s Civil Justice Crisis 
 
 
 

Mr. Brosnahan will discuss the nature and extent of  California’s civil justice crisis, the efforts  
to address that crisis and the responsibility of  lawyers to work towards a solution. 
 

“Where should our focus be on the question of the unrepresented?. . . [P]rimarily,                         
fundamentally and importantly our focus needs to be on the unrepresented who wander the halls trying to establish         
their rights concerning their relations to their children, the existence of spousal and child abuse, their housing and         
matters of credit, among others” from the testimony of James J. Brosnahan at the November 30, 2011     
Hearings on California’s Civil  Justice Crisis. 
 

About the Speaker: 
James J. Brosnahan is one of the most respected and recognized trial lawyers in the United States. Mr. Brosnahan has    
50 years of expertise in both civil and criminal trial work. He has tried more than 140 cases to verdict, including many      
high-profile cases. 

Mr. Brosnahan is active in professional activities and is a past president of the Bar Association of San Francisco,       
whose Volunteer Lawyers Service Program he founded. He has received numerous awards and recognition           
throughout his distinguished career: inducted into the State Bar of California's "Trial Lawyers Hall of Fame" in 1996; 
awarded the Samuel E. Gates Award by the American College of Trial Lawyers in 2000; named "Trial Lawyer of the 
Year" by the American Board of Trial Advocates;  the San Francisco Lawyers' Club "Legend of the Law" award in    
2002; named one of America's most influential trial lawyers by the National Law Journal in 2006; received the American 
Inns of Court Lewis F. Powell Award for Professionalism and Ethics in 2007; The Best Lawyers in America 2012 (for the 
past 27 years); and the top 10 in Northern California Super Lawyers since its launch in 2004.  
 

About the Institute: 
The Witkin Legal Institute is named for Bernard E. Witkin, California’s preeminent legal scholar. It was established       
by Bancroft-Whitney (now part of Thomson Reuters Westlaw) and the Witkin Estate in 1996. It is comprised of a   
highly-qualified staff of research attorneys and editors who write and revise the Witkin treatises. The Institute continues         
Bernard E. Witkin’s legacy of public service to the bench and bar by sponsoring continuing education programs for    
lawyers, judges, and law students statewide. Information about the Institute and its programs is available at 
www.witkin.com. 
 
 

Tuesday May 15, 2012 
Registration & Lunch: 11:30 A.M. – Noon (Lunch Provided)  Program: Noon – 1:00 PM 

1 Hour Ethics MCLE Credit 
Registration form on reverse 

http://www.mofo.com/james-brosnahan/#awards
http://www.mofo.com/professionals/xpqProfDet.aspx?xpST=ProfessionalDetail&professional=e929d79b-8bd0-4dc1-908f-e14f7d33be13&op=ceA&ajax=no
http://www.witkin.com


 

 

Program Location: 
 

Alameda County Conference Center (Library Building) 

Hayward-Union City Room   
125 Twelfth Street, 4th Floor  

Oakland, CA 94607 

 

$25 Advance Registration; $35 Day of Event 

 

You must pay in advance to reserve a space. 

No refunds, but you may substitute another person. 
 

**** 1 Hour Ethics MCLE Credit **** 
 

 

 
 

Payment Options: 

  
 Pay by credit card over the phone by calling 510-272-6483.  

 Pay in person at the Reference Desk. 

 Mail a check (make check payable to “Alameda County Law Library”) or credit card information 

(including name, card number, and expiration date) to:  

 

Alameda County Law Library, 125 Twelfth Street, Oakland, CA 94607. 
  

For registration and additional information, please call (510) 272-6483. 
 

 

________________________________   ________________________________  

First Name     Last Name  

 

________________________________  ____________________________________________ 

Mailing Address     City   State   Zip Code 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Daytime Phone Number  

 

_________________________________ 

E-mail Address 

  
_________________________________     _______________________________ 

State Bar Number     State Where Licensed 

 

 
The Alameda County Law Library is a multiple activity MCLE provider approved by the State 

Bar of California. 


