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Mission
IGP facilitates an innovative curriculum with vocational and landscaping training so people in 

prison can reconnect to self, community and the natural world. 

This “inner” and “outer” gardening approach transforms lives, ends ongoing cycles 
of incarceration, and creates safer communities.



Four “Arcs” of Learning

1. Environmental Education, 
reconnection to nature

2. Vocational training in     
gardens

3. “Inner Gardening” –
building emotional 
intelligence

4. Readiness for successful 
leadership and/or reentry

Curriculum



Where We Are Today

Logansport Juvenile Facility (Boys)
LaPorte Juvenile Correctional Facility (Girls) 

IndianaSan Quentin State Prison
CA State Prison-Solano

CA Medical Facility-Solano
CA Health Care Facility-Stockton 

CA State Prison-LA County
Central California Women’s Facility

Folsom Women’s Facility
CA State Prison – Avenal

O.H. Close Youth Correctional Facility
California Institute for Women (2019) 

Mule Creek State Prison (2019)

California

Noble Correctional Institution

Ohio



IGP Assessments
Ground and Grow forms



Research for people leaving SQ, ASP 
and CCWF pre-release

• IGP tracking of pt. 
needs

• Resource list kept to 
date for key counties

• IGP staff produce memo 
with key contracts info. 
etc

• Memo shared with pts



Bringing In Employers & Service 
Providers

• IGP brings in employers, service providers and 
formerly incarcerated leaders to visit groups

• Visitors in 2019 include Bonafide, Rising Sun 
Opportunity Center, Rubicon, Project 
Rebound, CALA Resteraunt, Ella Baker, Grid 
Alternatives, Planting Justice etc.



Part-time Navigators who are Formerly Incarcerated 
(Fresno & Bay Area)
Two Part time navigators will be hired in the BAY and Fresno



Gate Pick-Up & Warm Meals

• San Quentin
• Central California Women’s Facility
• Avenal State Prison



Phone Support Post-Release

• Contact with IGP alumni who parole and or go 
out on probation within 24 hours

• Contact with Alumni who are out for 6 months 
or more to check in

• Regular phone  support to IGP alumni in the 
Bay Area and Fresno to connect people to 
trusted services and providers



Referrals to Partners

• Housing
• Employment
• Services



IGP in the community
Providing service at the Healthy Hearts Institute in Antioch



Five Core Elements of our Work

1. Cultivating Environmental Literacy and Justice

2. Strengthening of Workforce Development Skills

3. Promoting Assets-Based Learning

4. Creating Community Connections

5. Supporting Health & Wellness

Insight Garden is more than just a gardening program! Our in-
depth and year long curriculum is grounded in the following 

elements: 



Bridging Connections for Successful Reentry

In Prison
IGP is the only program that 

provides hands-on, green 
sector training in CA prisons. 

In Communities
IGP ensures that program 

graduates have the 
connections and support 
necessary for success.

Bridging our Mission
IGP graduates become 

environmental stewards in their 
own communities and get 

employed in the green sector. 



Research & Impact

• Reduced recidivisim
• Increased public safety
• Taxpayer savings

Cutlivate Diversity: all ethnic 
groups interact in prison 
garden without fearing 

retribution from others on the 
prison yard

Environmental Education + 
Gardening

=
Ecoliteracy and 
Improved Values

Economic ImpactCultural Impact Environmental Impact



2081 Center Street
Berkeley, CA 94704

www.insightgardenprogram.org

Amanda Berger, Programs Director
amanda@insightgardenprogram.org

(510) 599-8188

mailto:amanda@insightgardenprogram.org
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