[image: image1.jpg]



DATE:
June 30, 2010
TO:
All Probation Department Employees

FROM:
William E. Fenton, Assistant Chief Probation Officer
SUBJECT: 
SAFETY ALERT 

The Los Angeles trial of BART Officer Johannes Mehserle, who shot Oscar Grant, is proceeding ahead of the anticipated schedule. Closing arguments and jury deliberations could start by the end of this week. Because we do not know what the public reaction will be, we are taking proper precautions to ensure the safety of our staff. Law enforcement is appropriately preparing to keep citizens safe. Community-based organizations are sending messages encouraging peaceful reactions to the verdict.  In addition, Oakland Police Department, Alameda County Sheriffs and Probation Departments are working collaboratively to prepare for a surge in arrests due to potential civil unrest.

Simple Steps to Help Keep You Safe
We anticipate that regardless of the verdict reached by the jury, demonstrations could occur in downtown Oakland, and potentially throughout the city and surrounding areas. Oakland is committed to facilitating peaceful demonstrations.

Here are some simple steps you can take:

· Stay tuned to your local TV and radio stations for information.

· On the day the verdict is announced, park your car in a secure location, if possible.

· If taking public transportation, you may want to consider alternative plans should your local BART station or transit line be impacted by any adverse conditions.

· You may call the County-wide Employee Emergency Hotline at 510-208-1200 for updates on the overall status and operation of the County. Please do not share this number with clients or other members of the public. It is for employees only. 
· You may also check Probation’s Internet website at: http://www.acgov.org/probation/ or our Intranet website at: http://alcoweb.acgov.org/probation/  for further updates.

· After the verdict, remember to be discreet in your conversations. Promote safety, not fear. Encourage discussion without conflict.

· For crimes in progress and other emergencies, dial 911. If using a cell phone, dial (510) 777-3211.

· Report any suspicious activity to OPD by calling the non-emergency number: (510) 777-3333.
· Employees will be informed by Executive Management on actions to take.
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