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Welcome! Introduce Yourself

 Click on Google Doc link in 
chat
 Find or enter your 

organization on slides 3-7
 Add your name and 

favorite finger food
 Scroll to view your 

colleagues on the line!



Agenda
 Welcome
 Strategies and Trends in Usable Food Ware in Municipal 

Operations – Justin Lehrer, StopWaste (20 minutes)
 Breakout Groups
 Q&A
 Sustainable Purchasing Guide for Disposable Food Ware –

Stacey Foreman and Karl Bruskotter, Sustainable 
Procurement Advisors (5 minutes)

 Breakout Groups
 Evaluations and Close



Reusable Foodware Strategies 
for Local Government

Justin Lehrer
Green Purchasing Roundtable

March 23, 2023
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Single -Use Foodware



Multiple Considerations
Waste Reduction 

• Reduce single-use plastics to address 
litter/pollution/shift towards reusables

Proper Recycling
• Maximize recycling/composting of discarded 

foodware

• Avoid landfill and contamination of compost

Toxics Reduction
• Eliminate perfluorinated compounds

• Keep compost (and food cycle) clean



But Take -out Packaging is Recyclable/Compostable, Right?



Challenges with “Recyclable” Foodware

Most are not actually recyclable

Tend to end up in the wrong bin

Typically tossed with too much 
food residue

Possible contamination fees and 
fines



Compostables : Not a Panacea

Most “bioplastics” don’t actually 
decompose

Plastic film contaminates 
compost

Unhealthy ingredients: PFAS

Polluting production

High cost



Will it Compost?



Are compostables the solution?

Fiber-based compostable foodware:

• Thin layer of film plastic
“poly-coated paper”

>leads to micro-plastics in soil and water

• Grease barriers with perfluorinated
compounds

>persist in environment and bioaccumulate in 
living organisms



12

Purchasing Compostable Foodware

• New version in development

• Best: REUSE!

• Acceptable: BPI certified fiber-based compostable

• Avoid: Plastics (all of ‘em!)

• Input welcome



Single Use is not the Ideal Solution

But There is a Better Way…
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Reusable Foodware Systems

Take-out and delivery Mobile dishwashing Institutional kitchens, 
campuses, bulk meals
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StopWaste Assistance

• Pilot Projects

• Technical Assistance

• Outreach and Education

• Model Ordinance 
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Reusable Foodware is Safe and Encouraged!

Approved by Alameda County 
Department of Environmental Health
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Model Ordinance – The Big Picture

Goal: Reduce consumption of single-use 
items!

• Reuse First

• Comprehensive and Innovative 

• Modular / Customizable

• Applicable to government operations
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Reusables – Required for dine -in, BYO Always Allowed

• Reusable foodware required for all
dine-in establishments

• Waivers available (dishwashing capacity) 
but expire in the event of a remodel.

• Must accept customer-provided 
reusables (BYO) 

• Vendors operating on City property must 
comply as well as leases, contracts, etc.
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S AV E D
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Disposable Cup and Container Charge

• Charge for cups only, or add 
containers

• $0.25/disposable item, up to $1.00

• Alternative: $0.25 flat charge

• $0.25 discount for customer BYO

• Business keeps the money

• Includes takeout order/delivery 
platforms 

25¢
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Compliant Disposable Food Ware

• Free of toxins

• Compostable (including plastics)

• Compostable (fiber only)

• Recyclable

• No retail sales of noncompliant foodware

• Rely on 3rd party certifications
• BPI
• Green Screen Certified



23

Accessories Only Upon Request

• Accessories: utensils, napkins, 
condiment packets, cup sleeves/tops

• Disposables only provided upon 
request, for take out

• Condiments from bulk dispensers or 
reusable containers

• Medical exemption upon request

• No bundling!

• Airports exempt, City property is not
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Reusables for City Facilities

• Reusable cups for internal 
operations/use (or BYO)

• Includes concessions at city 
facilities (parks, beaches, snack 
bars, cafes)

• Indoors or outdoors
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Packaged Water Policies

• City purchase, sale, distribution 
of disposable water bottles 
prohibited (internally or at 
events/activities)

• Water Bottle refill stations 
available at city facilities, on City 
property, and at large venues
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Polystyrene

• No sale of polystyrene items:
• Packing peanuts

• Styrofoam coolers

• Pool or Beach toys unless encapsulated

• Docks/water equipment unless 
encapsulated

• Meat, produce trays, egg cartons
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Reusable Cups at Large Venues and Events

• Reusable cups for all non-
packaged beverages sold

• Attendees can BYO

• Events: at least 25% reusables, 
ramps up to 50%

• Tracking/Reporting requirement
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Embedding Reusables in your Operations –
Breakrooms and Beyond…

• Break-rooms – supply reusables only
• Dishwashing available?

• Supply to-go containers for staff use

• Policy for meetings and events (internal 
and external/permitted)

• Approved caterers that use reusables

• City-owned properties
• Cafes, Parks, Beaches – concessionaires, 

lesees



Sharing from the group:
Examples of reusables in action



City of San Rafael example
 Dishwasher in breakroom

▫ Staff are able to run
▫ Janitors trained to run it every Friday; 

empty on Mondays (or ID staff champ to do 
so)

 Set of 300 forks, knives and spoons
▫ Special baskets for dishwasher mean all 

can be cleaned in one load
▫ Staff sets up and collects bucket



Alameda County example
 Green & Healthy Meetings and Events – certification for 

county events
▫ Special checklists for events with food
▫ “Reduce where you can”: Finger food
▫ Champions brought all dishes from home 

Learn more: 
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/do
cuments/AlamedaCo_Roundtable
EmplEngagement_June2016.pdf
or email sarah.church@acgov.org

https://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/AlamedaCo_RoundtableEmplEngagement_June2016.pdf
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/AlamedaCo_RoundtableEmplEngagement_June2016.pdf
https://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/AlamedaCo_RoundtableEmplEngagement_June2016.pdf
mailto:sarah.church@acgov.org


Sharing from the group:
Examples of reusables in action



First Breakouts

Select a breakout – “Cities” or 
“Counties and Others”

Try to make them equal in number
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Q&A

www.stopwaste.org/reusablefoodware
See our resources:

http://www.stopwaste.org/reusablefoodware


Sustainable Purchasing Guide for 
Disposable Food Ware

Stacey Foreman and Karl Bruskotter, 
Sustainable Procurement Advisors



Food 
Ware 
SPG





Currently 
challenging to 

find some 
products



Second Breakouts
start on slide 17



Thank You!
Please fill out an evaluation

Karen.Cook@acgov.org
Sarah.Church@acgov.org

mailto:Karen.cook@acgov.org
mailto:Sarah.church@acgov.org
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