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Office Paper Bid  
 

Background 
Printers and copiers in Alameda County facilities are stocked with 100% post-consumer recycled content 
papers. The manufacturing of these products uses fewer natural resources (wood, water, and energy), 
reduces pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, and helps support markets for paper recycling 
programs. All County agencies are required to buy their office paper off this contract, which helps 
ensure we get the best price possible.   
 

Bid Details 
Bid Type: Request for Quotation (RFQ) 

Bid Number: 900962 

Contract Start Date:  April 1, 2014 

Contract Duration: Three years with the option of two one-year renewals  

Products Awarded: Multi-purpose paper of various sizes and colors 

Vendor: Give Something Back, (800) 261-2619  

More Information: To obtain pricing information, or for a copy of the bid, contract or award summary, 
call the Alameda County General Services Agency Purchasing Department at (510) 208-9623. 
 

Disclaimer 
This document provides an excerpt of the environmental specifications from this bid. It is compiled from 

the original bid and all addendums issued during the procurement process. It may not include all of the 

product or service specifications, e.g., those unrelated to environmentally preferable purchasing. It is 

provided for informational purposes only. Agencies interested in evaluating this bid for a piggybacking 

opportunity should obtain a full copy of the bid and other relevant documents as they require. 

 

Environmental Specifications Excerpt: RFQ No. 900962  
 

I. STATEMENT OF WORK 

A. INTENT 

It is the intent of these specifications, terms, and conditions to describe the 

environmentally preferable multipurpose office paper being requested by the County 

for use by all departments.  

The County intends to award a 3-year contract (with option to renew) to the bidder(s) 

selected as the lowest responsible bidder whose response meets the County’s 

requirements. 

It is the intent of these specifications, terms, and conditions to procure the most 

environmentally preferable products with equivalent or higher performance and at 
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equal or lower cost than traditional products.  Specific requirements from the County’s 

Sustainability Program that are related to this bid are included in the appropriate bid 

sections. 

It is also the County’s intent to encourage local public agencies in Alameda County to 

piggyback on any contract executed as a result of this RFQ.  The County intends to 

distribute relevant documents, including pricing sheets, to interested public agencies.  

There is no guarantee that other agencies will participate in piggybacking on any 

contract that results from this RFQ. 

B. SCOPE / BACKGROUND 

Alameda County has a strong commitment to sustainability.  The Board of Supervisors has 

passed numerous policies that promote purchasing practices that reduce the County’s 

environmental impact, including the Climate Action Plan (R-2010-170) and the 

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing policy (R-2011-108).  As part of this commitment, 

Alameda County intends to transition all 20 lb. white copy paper purchased by the County 

to 100% post-consumer recycled content.  All other papers shall have a minimum of 30% 

post-consumer recycled content, where available.  With these actions, the County will 

conserve natural resources, create markets for recycled paper, and reduce pollution, water 

use and greenhouse gas emissions related to the production of paper used by the County.  

 
D. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS  

 

4. Paper Specifications 

a. Post-Consumer Recycled Content:   
 
(1) All 8.5x11”, 20 lb. white copy paper must contain a 

minimum of 100% post-consumer recycled content.  
 

(2) All 8.5x14”, 20 lb. white copy paper must contain a 
minimum of 100% post-consumer recycled content.  

 
(3) All 11x17”, 20 lb. white copy paper must contain a 

minimum of 100% post-consumer recycled content. 
 

(4) All other paper proposed must contain a minimum of 
30 percent post-consumer recycled content, except 
where stated on the Bid Form in the Online Bid 
Process.  This is consistent with the standards set by 

http://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/climateactionplan_resolution.pdf
http://www.acgov.org/sustain/documents/EPP_resolutionpolicy.pdf
https://ezsourcing.acgov.org/psp/SS/SUPPLIER/ERP/h/?tab=DEFAULT
https://ezsourcing.acgov.org/psp/SS/SUPPLIER/ERP/h/?tab=DEFAULT
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the Federal Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines 
(CPG).  More information on the CPG standards can be 
found at www.epa.gov/cpg/products.htm.   

 
b. All paper shall conform to the following criteria: 

 
(1) Be free of groundwood content and unbleached pulp; 
 
(2) Have a PH value of 7.0 or be acid free; and 
 
(3) All xerographic papers should have a document life of 

100+ years.  
 

c. Upon request, a statement on letterhead from the mill, 
signed by an official of the company verifying that any and all 
papers being bid on, comply with the requirements as stated 
above will be provided to the County.  FAILURE TO PROVIDE 
THIS MAY RESULT IN THE MILL BRAND BEING REJECTED. 

 
d. All papers must produce sharp, clear, clean, and legible 

copies, whether they are single-sided or duplex.   
e. Packaging:  All paper must be cut and ream wrapped at the 

mill in moisture proof paper or box, with a printed label 
attached setting forth the mill brand, kind of paper, weight, 
and number of sheets therein. 

 
f. Weight Tolerance:  Any variations above or below the basic 

weight specified shall not exceed 5% (+-). 
 
g. Count:  "Mill Count" 500 sheets per ream shall be accurate 

for all grades of paper unless otherwise specified on 
spreadsheet.  Verification of mill count will be made by the 
receiving agency and deliveries may be rejected for 
inaccurate count.  Shortages will be deducted in case the 
delivery is accepted. 

 
h. Curl:  Excess Curl is one of the most common paper problems 

in printing systems, and a very frequent cause of paper jams.  
Paper shall lie flat before and after processing through a 
high-speed copier or laser printer with either no tendency to 

http://www.epa.gov/cpg/products.htm
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curl or with a curl which can be overcome under reasonable 
working conditions. 

 
i. Latent Defects:  If latent defects should be discovered after 

the material has been accepted, the contractor shall be 
required to replace the defective material without cost to 
the County. 

 
j. Holes:  Punched holes should be dust free with no residual 

paper. 
 
k. Colors:  Color swatches must also be provided to agencies or 

departments upon request. 
 
l. Surface:  Shall be free from lint, fuzz, wrinkles, waviness, 

folds, holes, tears, or other detrimental defects. 
 
m. Size and Trim:  Paper shall be furnished in the size(s) ordered 

and shall be flat, trimmed square on four sides with clean 
smooth edges, and evenly jogged.  A tolerance of +/-1 mm 
(1/32 inch) shall be allowed for sheets 8-1/2 by 14 inches 
(216 by 356 mm) or less.  Successive sheets within any 
package shall not differ from each other by more than 1/32 
inch (1 mm).  Paper shall be considered square if the 
variation does not exceed 1/32 inch (1 mm). 

 
n. Performance:  A major component of paper performance is 

runability, which is the ability to be processed without 
interruption, while producing a print of acceptable quality.  
Shipments of any qualified products shall perform 
satisfactorily on laser printers and high speed xerographic 
equipment.  There shall not be more than one paper-caused-
jam or one document with unacceptable image quality due 
to the paper per 5,000 continuous-copy run at atmospheric 
conditions of 21+/-5.5 ºC and 50 +/-20 percent relative 
humidity. 

 
o. All papers proposed must meet weight, color or white, 

brightness, and recycled-content levels as specified on the Bid 
Form in the Online Bid Process and must meet acceptable 

https://ezsourcing.acgov.org/psp/SS/SUPPLIER/ERP/h/?tab=DEFAULT
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standards for opacity-limited show-through for two-sided 
copying. 

 
p. All papers, whether manufactured in the U.S. or offshore, must 

comply with the U.S. EPA standards of manufacturing without 
elemental chlorine.  Bidders should not bid or supply paper at 
any point during the course of the contract that is whitened 
with elemental chlorine.   

 
q. For each product bid, Bidders should respond on the Bid Form 

in the Online Bid Process as to whether the whitening process 
is Elemental Chlorine Free (ECF) or Process Chlorine Free (PCF).  
ECF whitening utilizes chlorine derivatives such as chlorine 
dioxide whereas PCF utilizes non-chlorinated whitening 
agents.  Bidders may provide additional information on efforts 
made during the manufacturing process to reduce the usage 
of chlorine derivatives during the whitening process.   

 
r. Bidders shall provide a discount off list price for products 

purchased that are not on the contract list in the Online Bid 
Process.  

 
s. The Contractor shall not offer for sale products that do not 

contain recycled content where an equivalent product with 
recycled content is available on contract. 

 
  

https://ezsourcing.acgov.org/psp/SS/SUPPLIER/ERP/h/?tab=DEFAULT
https://ezsourcing.acgov.org/psp/SS/SUPPLIER/ERP/h/?tab=DEFAULT
https://ezsourcing.acgov.org/psp/SS/SUPPLIER/ERP/h/?tab=DEFAULT
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Contract Pricing 

This information is provided for informational purposes only and is current as of the contract start date 
listed in this document or otherwise stated in the following pages. Alameda County does not guarantee 
pricing or that you will be able to piggyback on any contract. If your agency wishes to piggyback, contact 
the vendor directly and work with your legal counsel to establish a separate contract apart from 
Alameda County.  
 

 

- Pricing follows on next page - 
 

 



Alameda County GSA 
Office Paper Contract Pricing 
Vendor: Give Something Back
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