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Community Identifier Projects
in Unincorporated Alameda County - Ashland/Cherryland, Castro Valley & San Lorenzo

Update

The Community Identifier Projects in Castro Valley and Ashland/Cherryland are complete! The overall goal
of the projects is to create community gateway markers that help support a positive and welcoming
environment for both the community and visitors. These projects were managed by the Alameda County Arts
Commission in partnership with the community and many project partners.

Artist Nico Berry completed the painting of the Community Identifier Project on both sides of the 1-238
Highway overpass above East 14th Street / Mission Blvd. Nico Berry’s design includes the word “Ashland”
with vibrant images of leaves from the Oregon ash tree on one side of the overpass and the word
“Cherryland” with colorful images of cherry blossoms on the opposite side.

Artist Robert Minervini completed the painting of the Castro Valley Community Identifier Project on both
sides of the I-580 Highway overpass above Redwood Road. Robert Minervini’s design features the words



“Castro Valley” in bright golden yellow letters along with a colorful panoramic landscape that features Lake
Chabot and the Bay.

Image ofCorhpIéted Castro Valley Community Identifier by MRigiert Minervini

Community involvement and engagement are at the core of this project. Community members were
involved in the project since its inception by developing the project concept, participating in community
surveys, attending meetings, providing comments about the artists' proposal designs, and serving on the
artist selection committees. With the leadership of Supervisor Nate Miley, the Arts Commission managed a
two-year-long, multi-phase process which led to the Alameda County Board of Supervisors approval of the
three Community Identifier design proposals in January 2018. During 2018, the Arts Commission completed
the agreements with Caltrans and then scheduled the painting for the summer of 2019. The first two
projects were completed in late July. The third Community Identifier is planned for San Lorenzo on both
sides of the 1-880 overpass above Hesperian Blvd. The Arts Commission anticipates that artist John Wehrle
will begin painting this project in September. John Wehrle’s design celebrates San Lorenzo through images
of the San Lorenzo Creek including the depiction of water, Sycamore tree leaves, and other natural
elements such as a dragonfly, turtle, duck, and butterfly.
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The public is invited to attend the Ribbon Cutting Celebrations! Events are free and open to the public.

9 Saturday, September 14, 10:00-11:30 am - Castro Valley Community Identifier Project Ribbon
Cutting. Event location - Outdoor front area at the Jess C. Spencer Mortuary on Redwood Road next
to the I-580 overpass. Free parking available in the mortuary parking lot.



9 Friday, September 27, 3:00-4:30 pm - Ashland/Cherryland Community Identifier Project Ribbon
Cutting. Event location - Outdoor side area on E. 14™ Street / Mission Blvd. next to the |-238
overpass. Free parking on E. 14™ Street and adjacent areas.

Utility Box Art Program

r'—' / wr The Alameda County Arts Commission has launched
. #4 the Utility Box Art Program in which the three
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artists selected for the Community Identifier
Projects have also created designs for County-
controlled utility boxes. The utility box designs are
directly related to the Community Identifier
designs. The utility box designs are printed on vinyl
wraps and placed on the utility boxes located in the
general areas of the Community Identifier sites.

The Alameda County Arts Commission has installed
the utility box designs created by artist Nico Berry
in Ashland and Cherryland. The designs are related

. . L . to artist Nico Berry’s Ashland/Cherryland
New utility box artwork designs bytest Nico BerryUtility boxes . . . .
are located on Ashland Avenue a@hlway Drive(left image Community Identifier design, which celebrates
and on the corner of Meekland Avenue and Blossom ffiglyt ~ Ashland and Cherryland with vibrant images of
image. leaves from the Oregon Ash tree and blossoms of

the Cherry tree.

3N The Alameda County Arts Commission
: g _| has installed the utility box designs

: : created by artist John Wehrle in San
Lorenzo. The artist’s designs celebrate
San Lorenzo through images of the San
Lorenzo Creek including the depiction of
water, Sycamore tree leaves, and other
natural elements such as a dragonfly,
turtle, duck, and butterfly.

The Castro Valley installation will take
begin in late Summer and continue
through the Fall.

New utility box artwork designs byttt John Wehrle. Utility boxes ar
located onHesperian Boulevard and Post Office R@aff image) and on
Hesperian Boulevaraind Paseo Grande (riglinage).

More Information

For more information, please contact the Alameda County Arts Commission
Phone: 510-208-9646

Email: artscommission@acgov.org

Website: www.acgov.org/arts
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