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      May 2, 2025 

 

Honorable Board of Supervisors 

County of Alameda 

1221 Oak Street, Suite 536 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

 

SUBJECT: ADOPT AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT THE PRINCIPLES OF THE 

UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS 

OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN (CEDAW) IN ALAMEDA 

COUNTY 

 

Dear Board Members: 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 

 
Adopt an ordinance entitled "Implementation of the Principles of the United Nations Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women," to integrate the principles 
of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) into Alameda County's local laws, policies, and practices. 

 

DISCUSSION/SUMMARY: 

 

The CEDAW is a comprehensive international human rights treaty adopted in 1979 and signed by 

the United States in 1980. CEDAW affirms principles of equality for women and girls across 

political, economic, social, cultural, and civil spheres. Although ratified by over 186 United 

Nations member states, the United States remains one of only six nations that has not ratified the 

treaty. 

 

In 2010, the Alameda County Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution in support of U.S. 

ratification of CEDAW. Since then, numerous cities and counties across the country have adopted 

ordinances locally implementing CEDAW principles. Alameda County has a strong history of 

advancing gender equity through the creation of the Commission on the Status of Women (1975), 

the Human Relations Commission (1965), and more recently the Anti-Racism, Diversity and 

Inclusion Initiative (ARDI) in 2020. 

 

In recent years, local jurisdictions have reignited CEDAW implementation efforts due to national 
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rollbacks on civil and reproductive rights. In May 2023, the Alameda County Mayors’ 

Conference passed a resolution encouraging all cities in the state to adopt similar ordinances. 

Further urgency has been fueled by executive actions threatening diversity, equity, and inclusion 

(DEI) initiatives, and civil rights more broadly. 

 

The CEDAW does not supersede Federal, State or local laws. Instead, it provides a framework an 

actionable guidance for the County to help promote gender equity and address discrimination 

against women and girls.  

 

The proposed ordinance will formalize Alameda County's commitment to gender equity by 

integrating CEDAW principles into the County's role as an employer, service provider, community 

partner, and policymaker. It will provide a framework for: 

 

 Conducting a baseline and ongoing intersectional gender analysis of County policies, 

services, and budget allocations 

 

 Developing a comprehensive Gender Equity Action Plan 

 

 Promoting gender equity in economic development, education, healthcare, housing, public 

safety, civic engagement, and more 

 

 Ensuring consideration of the unique needs of women and girls, including transgender, 

nonbinary, gender non-conforming, and BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color) 

individuals 

 

The ordinance establishes local definitions consistent with CEDAW and inclusive of gender 

identity, gender expression, and intersectionality. It outlines specific areas of focus including 

economic opportunity, education access, housing and homelessness, gender-based violence, 

healthcare, support for justice-impacted women, and civic engagement. 

 

Implementation of the ordinance will be guided by a policy framework adopted by the Board, with 

support from the Commission on the Status of Women. A gender equity workgroup will oversee 

the intersectional gender analysis and development of sub-county unit action plans as needed.   

SELECTION CRITERIA/PROCESS: 

N/A 

 

FINANCING: 

Adopting the CEDAW ordinance will have no impact on net County cost. 
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VISION 2036 GOAL: 

 

Adoption of the CEDAW ordinance directly supports the advancement of Alameda County’s 

Vision 2036 10X Goals by fostering equitable access to comprehensive health services, Health 

for All,  preventing and eliminating homelessness (Eliminate Homelessness), promoting full and 

inclusive employment opportunities (Employment for All), addressing the systemic causes of 

poverty and hunger  (Eliminate Poverty & Hunger), and implementing equitable criminal justice 

strategies to ensure safer, more resilient communities (Crime-Free County) in support of our 

shared visions of Safe & Livable Communities, Thriving & Resilient Populations, Healthy 

Environment, and a Prosperous & Vibrant Economy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Andrea Ford 

Agency Director 

 

Attachment: 

1. CEDAW Ordinance 


















