
  

 

   

AGENDA___June 3, 2025 
April 28, 2025 

 

Honorable Board of Supervisors 

County Administration Building 

1221 Oak Street 

Oakland, CA  94612 

 

SUBJECT: ADOPT AN ORDINANCE REPEALING THE FIRE SEVERITY 

MAP ORDINANCE, CHAPTER 6.05 OF THE ALAMEDA 

COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE, AND ENACTING A 

REPLACEMENT FIRE SEVERITY MAP ORDINANCE AS 

CHAPTER 6.05 OF TITLE 6 OF THE ALAMEDA COUNTY 

ORDINANCE CODE DESIGNATING THE FIRE HAZARD 

SEVERITY ZONES RECOMMENDED BY THE CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 

PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 51178 FOR 

THE LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY AREA IN THE 

UNINCORPORATED AREA OF ALAMEDA COUNTY. 

 

Dear Board Members: 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Adopt an ordinance repealing the Fire Severity Map Ordinance, Chapter 6.05 of the 

Alameda County Ordinance Code, and enacting a replacement Fire Severity Map 

Ordinance, designating the Fire Hazard Severity Zones recommended by the State Fire 

Marshal, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, as Chapter 6.05 of 

Title 6 of the Alameda County Ordinance Code. 

 

DISCUSSION/SUMMARY: 

 

At the February 10, 2009 meeting of the Board of Supervisors, the Alameda County 

Board of Supervisors adopted Ordinance No. 2009-4 designating those areas within the 

county limits that the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection had 

determined, under Government Code Section 51179, as very high fire hazard severity 

zones.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 51179 and the release of revised maps 

on February 24, 2025, the Board must adopt a new ordinance to designate the fire 

severity zones set forth in the new maps. 
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Prior maps were only required to be adopted for Very High Fire Severity Zones.  However, recent 
changes in state law – Senate Bill 63 (2021) and Assembly Bill 211 (2022) - have expanded CAL 
FIRE’s responsibilities to include designations of moderate, high, and very high fire hazard 
severity zones.  In alignment with these changes, the State Fire Marshal released updated maps 
identifying all three categories on February 24, 2025. Pursuant to Government Code Section 
51179, a local agency shall, designate, by ordinance, moderate, high, and very high fire hazard 
severity zones in its jurisdiction no later than 120 days after receiving the updated LRA maps.  
 
There is a separate board letter asking your Board to adopt an ordinance as part of the Alameda 
County Fire Department's (ACFD) uncodified ordinance code to designate fire hazard severity 
zones within the ACFD fire protection district boundaries, as recommended by the State Fire 
Marshal, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.  
 
FINANCING 
 
There is no impact on the County General Fund and no net cost to the County.  
 
VISION 2036 GOAL 
 
The adoption of this ordinance meets the 10x goal pathways of Community Readiness and 
Resilience in support of our shared vision of a Safe and Livable Communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 William L. McDonald 
 Fire Chief 
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