














From: Marian Johnson <marianspeaking@gmail.com> 

Sent: Monday, June 26, 2023 2:13:37 PM 

To: Clerk of the Board <cbs@acgov.org> 

Subject: Set Matters: 87.1 - Public Input - Marian Johnson  

  

Good Day to the Members of the Alameda County Board of Supervisor, 

My name is Marian Johnson and I am a former resident and descendant of two separate families (B. 
Patterson and J. M. Henry) who owned homes/properties and resided in Russell City.  My address in 
Russell City at that time of this injustice was 20867 Nebraska Street which was the property of my Great 
Grandparents Bernice and Cassie Patterson. My parents Jessie Mae Patterson Johnson and Clarence 
Johnson (who served 4 years in the Navy) were residents who would have been provide a home to raise 
their children by my Grandmother/Father's mother Jesse Mae Henry whose home was located at 2254 W. 
Winton Ave wo had built additional homes on her property but was undeliverable because of what was 
taking place.  Thank you for this opportunity to submit my comment on what took place in Russell City to 
the residents and home/property owners. 

I am submitting these details to bear witness for myself, my parents and my Grand Parents for the 
atrocities we endured by means of city, county, state and other agencies actions and policies to make 
look legitimate the injustice and ill treatment of our Russell City community - beginning with the redlining 
of our community,  being directed to purchase properties in that same community, being denied access to 
purchase properties in communities with restrictive covenants written in to purchase contracts specifically 
naming certain people (specifically African Americans) which would not be allowed to rent or purchase 
properties in those communities - thus making our only home rental and purchase option to be in an area 
which had also been redlined once we were forced out of Russell City, city and county agencies making 
Russell City the area in which people from other communities were allowed to dump their garbage thus 
escalating blight in the Russell City community, denying Russell City  sewers, water, paved roads, a 
dedicated fire service and other essential municipal services which were requested by the Russell City 
residents and denied, the seizure of the our land with despicable disparities and failing to pay certain 
residents a fair market value for their properties thereby turning most property owners and residents 
whose family had provided for their children and family member on their land freedom from paying a 
home mortgage that because of what was done to the residents of Russell City these families became 
renters paying the mortgage at the places they landed upon being forced from their property. 

I appreciate your consideration to give an apology to the Russell City community.  I look forward to this 
Resolution being passed and also look forward to further discussion to make right the injustice served so 
liberally to the residents and descendants of the Russell City community.  A stand-alone apology requires 
that the community that suffered the harm be repaired, restored and repaid for the injury that they 
suffered and endured by no fault of their own. 

Thank you for your Consideration and attention. 

Kindest regards, 

Marian Johnson  

 

mailto:marianspeaking@gmail.com
mailto:cbs@acgov.org


From: antoinette Wynn <wynnantoinette@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2023 9:35:24 AM 
To: Clerk of the Board <cbs@acgov.org> 
Subject: Comment for agenda 87.1  
  
Hello my name is Toni Wynn and I'm speaking on behalf of Charles and Isabel Sanders my grandparents 
who purchased land in anticipation of moving to Russell City to be near our relatives but before that 
could happen 1963 dropped on us.  
They were given pennies for the three lots that they own a total of $2,250 I'm here to say thank you 
finally for the apology for how we were treated and for all of the generational wealth that was stolen 
from us now is the time to pay the debt you have apologized for,now let's talk about money. 
 
Sincerely,  
Toni Wynn on behalf of Charles and Isabel Sanders  
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On behalf of the "Russell City Golden Girls" (RCGGs), a group of eleven African American women who are former residents and 
descendants of Russell City, I am submitting these comments. Nine of us are still alive, and we are all in our 80s, residing in various 
locations throughout the Bay Area and Los Angeles. 
 
Four of the RCGGs were featured in the documentary "The Apology" by Mimi Chakarova. 
 
While we applaud and appreciate the Alameda County Board of Supervisors for their leadership in issuing an official apology, acknowledging 
the harm inflicted on our families, we recognize that this is just the first step in addressing the injustices perpetrated against our community. 
 
We were compelled to live in Russell City due to racial steering, restrictive covenants, and redlining by real estate agents, banking 
institutions, and various levels of government. Subsequently, we were forced out under the pretext of eminent domain, as Russell City was 
unjustly labeled as "blighted" to serve ulterior motives. 
 
We were denied access to basic services such as a sewer system, water, electricity, and paved streets, further exacerbating the challenges 
we faced. Environmental racism also subjected us to health issues and premature deaths. 
 
We stand together, aware of what transpired. As an 80-year-old, my prayer is for justice to be swift and equitable. Let us progress in this 
journey so that future generations can thrive with gratitude and recognize the collective efforts made by governments and communities to 
ensure intergenerational health and prosperity. 
 
We want our children and the world to acknowledge the significance of collaboration between governments and communities in 
accomplishing remarkable outcomes. 
 
Thank you for granting us the opportunity to provide public comment on this momentous occasion. 

 
Sincerely, 
Gloria Bratton- Moore on behalf of the Russell City Golden Girls 
Blanche Green-Adams 
Earlene Thomas-Boyd 
Zenobia Kimble-Breaux 
Edith Eddens 
Deborah Tolfree-Harris 
Jessie Mae Patterson-Johnson 
Maryann Ross-Johnson 
Geraldine Brooks-Sword 
 
Deceased: 
Dorothy Tolfree-Babbitt 
Ella Dee Watson 

 


