CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2019—20 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 324

Introduced by Assembly Member Aguiar-Curry

January 30, 2019

An act to amend Section 8279.7 of the Education Code, relating to
childcare.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 324, as introduced, Aguiar-Curry. Childcare services. state
subsidized childcare: employee retention funds.

Existing law requires that moneys in a specified item of the Budget
Act of 2000 be alocated to local child care and development planning
councils based on the percentage of state-subsidized, center-based
childcare funds received in the county in which the council is located,
and requiresthat these funds be used to address the retention of qualified
childcare employeesin state-subsidized childcare centers. Existing law
authorizesthese funds, and other specified funds, appropriated for these
purposes, to be used in the County of Los Angeles if specified
requirements are met to address the retention of qualified persons
working inlicensed childcare programsthat serve amajority of children
who receive subsidized childcare services, including, but not limited
to, family daycare homes, as defined.

Thisbill would delete the requirement that these funds be used in the
County of LosAngeles.

Existing law requires the Department of Education to develop
guidelinesfor use by local childcare and devel opment planning councils
in devel oping county plansfor the expenditure of funds described above.
Existing law requires these guidelines to be consistent with the
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department’s assessment of the current needs of the subsidized childcare
workforce and subject to the approval of the Department of Finance.

Thishbill would del ete the requirement that the guidelines be consistent
with the department’s assessment and would delete the requirement
that the Department of Finance approve the guidelines. The bill would
instead require the guidelinesto meet the intent of the above provisions.

The bill would make other conforming and nonsubstantive changes.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares al of the
2 following:

3 (&) Research shows that access to quality early care and
4 education programsis crucial to children, families, and the future
5 success of the state.

6 (b) Early care and education programs provide young children
7 with valuable early learning and child development experiences
8 that get them ready for school and a successful future. With access
9 toquality childcareand early learning, families can also go to work
10 and provide for their needs, knowing that their children are safe,
11 nurtured, and learning.

12 (©) Inrecognizing the benefitsof quality early care and education
13 to a child's lifelong wellbeing and to the path of families to
14 sdf-sufficiency, it istheintent of the Legislature to build a strong
15 foundation for the early care and education system that optimally
16 servestheuniqueneedsof California sfamiliesand young children.
17 SEC. 2. Section 8279.7 of the Education Code is amended to
18 read:

19 8279.7. (a) The Legislature recognizes the importance of
20 prowdlng qual |tyJehHeIreafe—seF\+|e$—H—rs—theFefeFe—the4ﬂ%eﬁt—ef
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(€)

(b) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the funds
appropriated for-the purposes of this section by paragraph (11) of
Schedule (b) of Item 6110-196-0001 of Section 2.00 of the Budget
Act of 2000 (Chapter 52 of the Statutes of 2000), and that are
described in subdivision (i) of Provision 7 of that item, and any
other funds appropriated for purposes of this section, shall be
allocated to local-ehitd-eare childcare and development planning
councilsbased on the percentage of state-subsidized, center-based
ehtd-eare childcare funds received in that county, and shall be
used to address the retention of qualified-ehHd-eare childcare
employees in state-subsidized child care centers.

(2) Of the funds identified in paragraph (1), funds qualified
pursuant to subparagraphs (A)-+te{CS);+relusive; and (B) may also
be used to address the retention of qualified persons working in
licensed-ehite-care childcare programs that serve a mgjority of
children who receive subsidized-ehttd-€are childcare services
pursuant to this chapter, including, but not limited to, family-cay
eare daycare homes as defined in Section 1596.78 of the Health
and Safety Code. To qualify for use pursuant to this paragraph,
the funds shall meet-ai both of the following requirements:

A)—The—funds—are—aHoecated+or—use-r—the-County—oftos
Angeles:

B)
(A) Thefunds are appropriated in the annual Budget Act.

(B) Thefunds are unexpended after addressing the retention of
qualified-ehtd-eare childcare employees in state-subsidized-ehid
eare childcare centers and family—ehHd—eare childcare home
education networks.

{eh

(c) Thedepartment shall develop guidelinesthat meet the intent
of this section for use by local—ehitd—eare childcare and
development planning councilsin devel oping county plansfor the
expendlture of funds allocated pursuant to thls sectlon—'Fheﬁe
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county plan developed pursuant to these guidelines shall be
approved by the department-prier-te before the all ocation of funds
to the local-ehite-eare childcare and devel opment planning council.

(d) Funds provided to a county for-the purposes of this section
shall be used in accordance with the plan approved pursuant to
subdivisiond)- (c). A county with an approved plan may retain
up to 1 percent of the county’s total allocation made pursuant to
this section for reimbursement of administrative expenses
associated with the planning process.

() (1) The Superintendent shall provide an annual report, no
later than April 10 of each year, to the Legislature, the Department
of Finance, and the Governor that includes, but is not limited to,
a summary of the distribution of the funds by county and a
description of the use of the funds.

(2) A report submitted to the Legidature pursuant to this
subdivision shall be submitted in compliance with Section 9795
of the Government Code.
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