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Morning Keynote and Special Session Featuring Judy Jablon, Co-Author of Powerful 
Interactions: How to Connect with Children to Extend Their Learning 

Description: This workshop will examine Powerful Interactions in which teachers intentionally connect with the 
child and extend the child’s learning. Participants will learn how to turn everyday interactions into Powerful 
Interactions using a three-step approach: be present so you can be intentional; connect to deepen your 
relationship with the child; and extend learning in ways that are individually responsive to each child. 

Afternoon Sessions: 

Promoting a Powerful Interactions Climate Among Adults to Support Student Learning 
Trainer: Judy Jablon, co-author of Powerful Interactions: How to Connect with Children to Extend Their 
Learning and early childhood education expert 
Description: Interactions among adults impact teachers’ interactions with children and families. This session 
examines the three steps of Powerful Interactions and how making them a part of your school's culture can 
improve relationships and learning. 

How to Create Powerful Interactions that Support Dual Language Learners 
Trainer: Angela Cabrera, ECE Quality Manager, County of Alameda Early Care and Education 
Description: This workshop presents specific, practical strategies for dual language learners that all early 
childhood education teachers, curriculum supervisors, and related staff can implement. 
  
The Way In: Identifying and Supporting Families with Developmental Concerns 
Trainers: Elizabeth Burger, Mental Health Consultant, Lotus Bloom Child and Family Resource Center in 
Oakland, and Irasema Pacheco, teacher and Family Advocate, Lotus Bloom 
Description: The journey of supporting a child with developmental concerns may involve barriers within the 
family around how best to provide that support, even when everyone wants to do the right thing. 

Connect Seven: Seven Strategies for Powerful Connections with Your Students 
Trainers: Annette Wright, Teacher, OUSD, and Nini Humphrey, Teacher; Instructor, Pacific Oaks; Professional 
Development Trainer, Bananas 
Description: The session will engage participants in thinking about how to use the seven strategies for 
connecting to engage in powerful interactions with young children. Participants will explore scenarios through 
role play where they will utilize the strategies for connecting. 

The Power of Empathy on Interactions 
Trainers: Marissa McGee, Associate Program Consultant, New Teacher Center, and Nicole Nelson, Senior 
Program Consultant, New Teacher Center 
Description: Participants will explore ways to respond to dysregulated behaviors through empathy, a 
culturally-responsive teaching strategy. Participants will learn ways to teach empathy through intentional, 
powerful interactions. 

Allies in Advocacy 
Trainers: Eileen Crumm, Executive Director, Family Resource Navigators, and Paula Senigar, Independent 
Special Education Advocate 
Description: This workshop examines the systems that serve young children with developmental delays and 
disabilities and the barriers faced by parents. The focus will be on helping ECE providers gain a better 
understanding of systems and on ways to support parents and families. 
  
Powerful Anti-Bias Interactions! Equity in Early Childhood 
Trainers: Nadiyah Taylor, Early Care and Education Faculty, Las Positas College, and Tarah Fleming, Facilitator 
& Coach 4 Equity & Justice, Start Dialog 
Description: This workshop gives educators a clear understanding of how Anti-Bias Education (ABE) works, an 
opportunity to assess their teaching practices through an ABE lens and a space to practice the most current 
language and strategies to implement ABE in their schools.


