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	This County of Alameda, General Services Agency (GSA), RFP Questions & Answers (Q&A) has been electronically issued to potential bidders via email. Email addresses used are those in the County’s Small Local Emerging Business (SLEB) Vendor Database or other sources. If you have registered or are certified as a SLEB, please ensure that the complete and accurate email address is noted and kept updated in the SLEB Vendor Database. This RFP Q&A will also be posted on the GSA Contracting Opportunities website located at Alameda County Current Contracting Opportunities. 
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RFP No. 2024 SSA CFS CSEY, Questions & Answers 
Thank you for your participation and interest in the County of Alameda RFP for Legal Services for Special Immigration Juvenile Status Services.  
All the questions are taken verbatim from written questions by email and in bidders conferences by potential Bidders. The County of Alameda shall be noted as “County” in the answers to these questions. The Questions & Answers are the final stances of the County. Please consider this document in preparation for your bid response. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Q1) Can you provide an estimate of the volume of foster youth referrals to expect in a year.   
A1) On average, 5-15 new referrals per year.  

Q2) Can you provide a range for awards, average award, # of awards, and total available funds. 
A2) [bookmark: _Hlk191987957]The County anticipates awarding the contract to one bidder. Available funding will be provided to the recommended bidder.

Q3) Can you confirm that grantees will not be required to obtain a court "predicate order" for SIJS clients and that all cases will only be referred to award recipients.
A3) East Bay Children’s Law Office (EBCLO) will obtain the “predicate order” which would include filing a JV 356 Request for Special Immigrant Juvenile Findings and obtaining a signed JV 357 Special Immigrant Juvenile Findings.  The grantee will be required to track predicate order dates for all referrals and manage the transition from EBCLO to complete the SIJS application packet. 

Q4) Will the contracted organization be required under the contract to represent foster youth in dependency proceedings and/or other state court guardianship proceedings to obtain the SIJS predicate order or does the County still contract with EBCLO as the sole organization representing foster youth in dependency proceedings? 
A4) No, the contracted organization will not be required under the contract to represent foster youth in dependency proceedings to obtain the SIJS predicate order. EBCLO represents the youth in the dependency proceedings and will obtain the predicate order as described above.

Q5) What are specific grantee requirements for handling and managing predicate orders for clients? 
A5) Once the predicate order is obtained, EBCLO and the Agency should be providing a warm handoff to the contracted organization to complete the SIJS application packet, filing and tracking process for the youth. 




Q6) Will the grantee need to manage all related work and steps to secure predicate order approvals?
A6) EBCLO will manage all related work and steps to file the JV 356 and obtain the JV 357 as noted above.

Q7) Are there any special requirements or certifications for grantees to manage predicate order approvals?
A7) EBCLO will manage all related work and steps to file the JV 356 and obtain the JV 357 as noted above.

Q8)      For client referrals, will predicate order approvals be managed by Alameda Co., such that grantees do not need to manage and secure predicate order approvals
A8)	EBCLO will manage all related work and steps to file the JV 356 and obtain the JV 357 as noted above (if necessary SSA can assist in providing needed information to complete the SIJS application packet, but the grantees would be responsible for completing all portions of the SIJS Application packet except the JV 356 and JV 357.

Q9)      Can a partner organization manage predicate order approvals and the applicant SIJS related approvals?
A9)	EBCLO will manage the predicate order approvals, and the grantee will manage the SIJS related approvals.

Q10)    	What is the proposed level of funding, or range? 
A10)	Available funding will be provided to the recommended bidder.

Q11)    	Are the funds for this award federal and subject to potential funding restrictions and reductions or are these State or County funds?
A11)	State funding.

Q12)     Our non-profit agency is SLEB Certified with the City of Oakland. We are not SLEB Certified with the County of Alameda. Would we still meet the SLEB requirement of this RFP?
A12)	If a Bidder is certified by the County as either a small and local or an emerging and local business (SLEB), the County will provide up to 10% bid preference for procurements over $25,000. 
If a Bidder is located within Alameda County, the County may provide a 5% local bid preference.
In this scenario, the agency would select the 3rd box to Question No. 8 of the Bidder Acceptance Section.


Q13)     In regard to the application/response packet, do we leave the instructions in the narrative?
A13)	Omit the instructions, but keep the page/section header and the questions.  The narratives should follow each of the questions.

Q14)     Where do we attach the narratives in the response packet?
A14)	 At the end.

Q15)     Is this covering only SIJS applications; no other applications permitted or anything for those that maybe eligible?
A15)     This covers all of that, so work permits, U visas, etc. The end goal is to strive for a green card. However there can be other reliefs or other things can take place, so the contractor would need to follow how this goes. 

Q16)     Can we serve clients that reach out to us directly or would we only be serving referrals?
A16)	Only referrals from DCFS.  

Q17)     What would administration of this program look like? Reporting? Etc.
A17)	A monthly check-in meeting with DCFS and a bi-monthly report. The format of the report will be worked out directly with the contractor. 

Q18)     In regard to establishing a budget, should we base the budget on an anticipated 5-15 clients per year and also inheriting active cases about 10-15 referrals?
A18)     Yes

Q19)     Will the County provide a budget template.
A19)	 Yes, the template will be available on the GSA website.

Q20)     How many awards does the County anticipate making?
A20)	The County anticipates awarding the contract to one bidder. 
 
Q21)     Can you clarify the response to Question No. Q3?  We’re not in any way involved in the courts process for predicate orders.  Would we be assisting with this process as this is not highlighted in the RFP?  How would we help?
A21)	In the past, DCFS has referred clients to the contractor and the contractor would obtain this and would move with the client through all of the different parts of the process. This would include informing DCFS when the predicate order was made. Refer to responses under A3-A9.
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