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	This RFP Questions & Answers (Q&A) has been electronically issued to potential bidders via email. Email addresses used are those in the County’s Small Local Emerging Business (SLEB) Vendor Database or other sources. If you have registered or are certified as a SLEB, please ensure that the complete and accurate email address is noted and kept updated in the SLEB Vendor Database. This RFP Q&A will also be posted on the GSA Contracting Opportunities website located at Alameda County Current Contracting Opportunities. 
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Thank you for your participation and interest in the County of Alameda Request for Proposal (RFP) for Violence Against Women Act Domestic Violence Legal Services.  
All the questions are taken verbatim from written questions emailed by potential Bidders, as well as questions posed during the Bidders Conferences. The County of Alameda shall be noted as “County” in the answers to these questions. The Questions and Answers are the final stances of the County. Please consider this document in preparation for your bid response. 

Questions and Answers:
Q1) In the Bidders Conference a reference was made to possible changes to performance measures and RBA. Is this correct and will these be reflected in an addendum to this RFP?
A1) Alameda County Social Services Agency does not expect any changes to the current RBA measures outlined in this RFP.  
Q2) Can you confirm the funding source for this award, and if any federal funds will be involved such that grantees would need to comply with all related federal guidelines.
A2) [bookmark: _Hlk192144383]This contract is fully funded by the County. 
Q3) Is there an annual not to exceed award amount?
A3) The expected contract amount is not available at this time. All awards are subject to funding availability and prorated based on the number of months covered by the contract. 
Q4) Does an awarded contract renew automatically annually or is there an annual renewal and or negotiations process.
A4) The County intends to award a three-year contract with an option to renew for two additional years. 
Q5) What is the allowed indirect cost rate?
A5) The allowable indirect cost rate is 15%. 
Q6) This question is regarding the deliverables of legal representation to 30 individuals annually who are VAWA eligible. The RFP states we would receive referrals for immigration legal consultations and representations in the form of special immigration legal relief available to DV survivors like, but not limited to, U visa and VAWA. Does this mean we could only provide legal representation to DV survivors who are eligible for relief under VAWA, and if the victim is not eligible for VAWA it would not count? 
A6) Correct. 
Q7) What if the survivor is eligible for VAWA, but we are electing to file a different form of immigration relief that they have a stronger claim for or is otherwise preferable to VAWA—would those services still count? 
A7) This grant is for immigration legal services for victims of domestic violence (DV). It covers assistance with U visa applications, U visa adjustment of status applications, VAWA self-petitions, VAWA adjustment of status and I-751 self-petitions. 

Q8) [bookmark: _Hlk191893444]Who are the constituents that will benefit from this RFP?
A8) Immigrant survivors of DV who may be eligible for the California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids program (CalWORKs), especially those who can legalize their residence status under the immigration laws and then obtain authorization to work in the United States. 	
Q9) Does the population have to be 100% immigrant? (there may be other people in that population who aren’t immigrants, but are receiving our services).
A9) See A7.
Q10) RFP page 6, Background section, paragraph 2: Has there been a change to the allowable participants? The question is specific to whether the scope of work has changed to include participants who may or may not live with an abuser.
A10) The scope of work remains unchanged, but the RFP for DV survivors has outlined a clearer definition.
Q11) Do clients served through this project have to be referred from the County?
A11) No.
Q12) Is the legal work that can be done for clients strictly immigration legal services or can the work also be family law legal work? (Example: There are often clients where family law such as restraining orders or divorce proceedings are for the same client with an active immigration case).
A12) See A7.
Q13) Is there a funding award range for the RFP?
A13) See A3. 
Q14) Can we provide legal representation to someone who may be a DV victim who is not eligible for immigration relief under VAWA? 
A14) See A7.
Q15) This question is related to question 14. If the victim is eligible, but we elect to file a different form of immigration relief that they may have a stronger claim for, is that covered under this?
A15) See A7.
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