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Introduction 

• Using “School Readiness” as a community benchmark of 
how well we are doing to give every child the opportunity 
to reach his or her development potential 

• The School Readiness Assessment explores  
» Quantifiable levels of readiness among children 
» How engaged and informed parents are in supporting their child 
» How supportive is the child and family’s community 

• Defining School Readiness 
• Using results to create solutions in Alameda Co. 

» Early intervention, prevention strategies 
» School based strategies (e.g., Berkeley 2020 Vision, Oakland Reads 2020) 

• School Readiness Assessments: 2008-2013 

2 
www.appliedsurveyresearch.org 
Locations on the Central Coast and the Bay Area | (877) 728-4545 



What is Readiness? 
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Families 

Communities 

Schools 



ASR’s Building Blocks of Readiness 
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Kindergarten Observation Form (KOF) 

• Launched in 2000 
 

• Based on National Education Goals Panel’s definition of 
school readiness  
 

• 20 items across the four Building Blocks 
 

• Academic items brought into alignment with Common 
Core modules (2014) 
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Putting It All Together 
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Parent Info. 
Form 

• 4-5 pages 
• Demog/SES 
• Preschool  
• Parent Engagement, 

Attitudes 
• Family Support 

KOF 
• Teacher Assessment/ 

Observation 
• Building Blocks of 

Readiness 
Other Program 

Data, e.g…. 
• Summer Pre-K 
• Home visiting 
• Parent programs 



Results: Readiness Portraits in 2013 

(Alameda Co.) 
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Results: Key Factors of Readiness 
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Characteristics that were positively associated with readiness in 
Alameda Co. in 2013: 
 

• Demographics 
» Age (older) 
» Gender (girl) 
» Parent education (or income) 

• Health & well-being 
Did not come to school: 
» Tired 
» Hungry  
» Sick 

• English proficiency  

• Attended Preschool 

• Parent received information about readiness 
 
 

These can be 
addressed through 
school readiness 
programs and services 



Dashboard Reports:  

District, School and Class Level 
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Provides immediate feedback to 

teachers & administrators on: 

 

• Readiness levels (overall and 

by area) 

 

• Student Demographics and 

Backgrounds 

 

• Parent engagement 
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We want to increase the sample size in 2015. 
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577 521 

1,394 
1,597 1,696 

Goal: 3,000 
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Planning for 2015 and Beyond 

• Early 2015: First 5 and ASR outreach to… 
» Principals and administrators,  
» Other key stakeholders or community partners interested in 

readiness 
 

• Spring/Summer 2015: sign up teachers to receive 
training in July/August 2015 
 

• Teachers receive $250 stipend for participation 
 

• First 5 is committed to assessing readiness benchmarks 
over time 
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Contact Us 

Chris Hwang - First 5 Alameda County 
Chris.hwang@first5alameda.org  
510-227-6923 

 
Casey Coneway - ASR 

Casey@appliedsurveyresearch.org  
Christina Branom - ASR 

Branom@appliedsurveyresearch.org 
408-247-8319 
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